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Chief Incensed 
Over Appointment 

by Jim Crow 

Lubicon Lake Band chief Bernard Omin- 
ayak is calling for the native liason co-ordin- 
ator at the Calgary Winter Olympic Com¬ 
mittee to resign his “token Indian” position. 

Should Stoney Indian Sykes Powderface 
not resign, he risks being viewed as a rene¬ 
gade in the struggle for aboriginal rights here 
in Alberta, a band spokesman said. 

When the Native job was created last 
month by the Calgary Olympic Committee, 
Powderface contended that he would not 
become involved in the Lubicon Band’s 
demand for an international boycott of the 
Games. 

“That’s a political issue, and I think it’s 
better if we leave that to the politicians”, 
said Powderface, who was speaking at a 
press conference in Calgary four weeks ago. 

Powderface lives on the Morley Reserve, 
adjacent to Kananaskis Country — the site 
of at least three major Olympic events. 

In a missive to Powderface, Chief Omina- 
yak stated that acceptance of such a position 
“puts you on the other side of the fight for 
the recognition of aboriginal rights in Can¬ 
ada . . .” 

The Lubicon Lake people, designated by 
the Status Indians of Alberta and the politic¬ 
al and spiritual band to lead the struggle for 
land claim and self-government rights, 
reside in an oil-rich area about 100 km 
northeast of Peace River. 

Ominayak’s August 22nd letter also 
stressed to the Stoney Plain member that by 
accepting the job, he gives “the impression 
of Indian involvement in the planning and 
conduct of the Olympic committee is con¬ 
doned.” 


Bishops Speak Out 
Against Anti-Fur Campaign 


by Jerry Garcia 

Catholic and Angli¬ 
can bishops said in a 
joint statement last 
month that the federal 
government must take 
a stronger stand in 
favour of Native 
people who are battling 
to preserve traditional 
hunting and trapping 
lifestyles. 

The news release, in 
part, stated that the 
aboriginal peoples and 
their way of life “is 


being severely threaten¬ 
ed today by the anti-fur 
campaign going on in 
Europe and 

elsewhere”. 

Because of the 
steady decline in the 
fur industry, chronic 
unemployment in most 
northern communities 
has been even further 
aggravated. Most Rev¬ 
erend Peter Sutton, 
chairman of the 
Roman Catholic 
bishops of the North 
and Right Rev. Jack 


Sperry, Anglican 
bishop of the Arctic, 
said more job losses 
can only increase the 
sense of hopelessness. 

made by anti-fur activ¬ 
ists, aboriginal peoples 
are not out to destroy 
the animal 

population", Bishop 
Sperry argued. 

"Aboriginal peoples 
have a dose bond with 
the land and animal life 
here. Their approach 
to harvesting wildlife is 


designed to respect and 
preserve these tradi¬ 
tions." 

The bishop also 
went on to say that the 
anti-fur campaign 
"violates aboriginal 
peoples and some of 
their deeply-lelt cultur¬ 
al and spiritual 

Anti-fur organiza¬ 
tions, often referred to 
as anii-viviscctionists, 
in both Europe and the 
United Stales are 
continued on Page 2 


13-Year-Old Both Native And Jewish 


si fascinating ethnic controvc 


in history, and 


a descendant of the legendary 


by Jim Crow 

Little Sun Bordeaux has stirred up one of the m 
people are still talking about it all over the world. 

The 13-year-old boy, who has an Indian father and Jewish mother, arrived in Jerusalem last month 
to take his Bar Mit/vah at one of history’s great shrines — the Wailing Wall. He is considered Jewish 
by religious law because his mother, Armalona Greenfield, is Jewish. 

Little Sun also claimed be the son of a Sioux Indian father, and a d 
Chief Crazy Horse. If you recall your history 
clearly enough, you’ll remember that Crazy 
Horse teamed up with Chief Sitting Bull to anni¬ 
hilate General George Custer’s troops in 1876 at 
Little Big Horn. 

Little Sun was in the world media spotlight lor 
several weeks, and made the most ol it. Wearing 
both a blue yarmulka (small cap), and a beaded 
Indian headband, he remarked to reporters that 
“my Jewishness is a kind of wave that is going 
over my Indianness". 

But ... there’s a major Haw in the child’s 
history. 

The executive director of the 20,000 strong 
Oglala Sioux, Ramon Bear Runner, publicly stat¬ 
ed that Chief Crazy Horse had no descendants. 

In fact. Bear Runner said no one had ever 
heard of Little Sun Bordeaux until the news 
reports came flying out of Israel. 

Bear Runner also reminded reporters that 
chiefs don’t come by their headresscs through 
heredity, but through acts they perform in life. 

Nevertheless, Little Sun stands by every word 
he’s said. And so does his mother. “It’s all lies”, 
she said. “People are jealous of our trip. Many 
Indian kids never get off the reservation." 

A spokesman for El A) Airlines, which paid 
for all expenses during the trip, said Greenfield is 
“not exactly sure” what the relationship is 
between her son and Crazy Horse. Little Sun’s 
mother explained that all members of the Oglala 
Sioux tribe consider Crazy Horse as an ancestor. 

Little Sun was said to inherit his father's post 
as tribal leader when he turns 18 . . if he is elect¬ 

ed by a council of elders. 

Dallas Bordeaux Chief Eagle, the father of the 
boy, had very little to say during the entire affair.' 



Little Sun Bordeaux 
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Unity of Northern Metis 
Threatened By Disagreements 


— LETTER — 

To (he Editor: 

I have a poem that means a whole lot to me. I 
would want you to pul it in your paper, so it may 
mean something to others. I send it to the Paul 
Family of Alexander, cxpccially for my grand¬ 
father Henry Paul, Sr. 

“Sacred Grounds” 


by Evelyn Thompson 

Larry Tourangeau, 
president of the Metis 
Association of the 
Northwest Territories, 
says that there has 
always been disagree¬ 
ments between the 
northern and southern 
Metis of the territories. 
At the association’s 
assembly in June the 
talks broke down when 
the Fort Smith Local 
delegation left. 

This southern local 
which has about forty 
per cent of the mem¬ 
bership in the associa¬ 
tion wanted federal 
grants distributed 


according to the num¬ 
ber of people in each 
local. 

The northern locals 
wanted the money 
from land claims settle¬ 
ments to be an equal 
amount for all thirteen 
locals. This conflict of 
opinion almost caused 
the president Larry 
Tourangeau to give up 
his position until the 
Fort Smith delegation 
assured him that they 
were only leaving the 
meeting not the Metis 
association. 

On Tuesday, Sept¬ 
ember 9 the Fort Smith 
Local backed by Hay 
River, Fort Resolution 


As 1 sit alone 
then 

my mind wonders 

Off to a place 

Where my brothers arc 
Where all the eagles soar 
to where the sweet grass 
smells so sweet 
to where the dancers 
dance to a beat 
To a place 

I’ve never gone 
Where all animals roam 
to a place, where the 

to all people 
open your minds 
This is the land you will find 

Sacred Grounds. 


BISHOPS — continued 

lobbying, and in some industry groups fear 
cases using violence, in even worse conse- 
an effort to bring quences for trappers if 

about a full ban on the the anti-fur campaign 

sale of Canadian .furs. grows in stength in 
In 1982, European Canada. 

Economic Community 
(EEC) 

imposed a ban on 

whitecoat seal pelts. 


The bishops exhort- 
members ed the federal govern¬ 
ment to develop strat¬ 
egies for expanding the 
That ban, renewed international and Can- 


and Pine Point Locals 
presented a request to 
Larry Tourangeau 
addressed to the board 
of directors of the 
association. The presi¬ 
dent promised present 
their request for a 
meeting to focus on 
their interests at the 
directors meeting 
scheduled for mid- 
September at Inuvik. 
Then the president 
took the opportunity to 
appeal to the dissenting 
southern locals for an 
end to the communica¬ 
tion breakdown. 

Board member 
Jeannie Marie-Jewell 
of Fort Smith showed 
her appreciation for 
the president’s appeal 
for unity by saying that 
if the offer is accepted 
it could reunite north¬ 
ern and southern 
lcoals. She went on to 
give the reason why the 
southern locals want 
any federal funds com¬ 
ing in to be based on 
population. 

Maire-Jewell says 
that the amount of 
people in southern 
locals is four times as 
many as in northern 
locals. She notices that 


some northern locaj, 
have only eleven mem 
bers while some south 
em locals have six hun 
dred and sixty mem- 
, ; ^ southern 

locals believe it j s 
unfair for each local to 
get the same amount of 
funding regardless 0 f 
population. 

The Fort Smith 
Local has given the 
Metis Association of 
the Northwest Territor¬ 
ies a document of affil¬ 
iation in the event that 
an agreement cannot 
be reached. They have 
renamed their local the 
Fort Smith Metis 
Association knowine 
that this will give them 
status as a separate 
branch of the Metis 
Association. 

As an affiliate 
branch they would 
then be able to have 
federal funding as they 
want it without affect¬ 
ing the northern locals. 

They would no 
longer be a member of 
the Metis Association 
of the Northwest Ter¬ 
ritories if this docu¬ 
ment is accepted by the 
above mentioned 
association. 


last summer 
another four years, 
forced more residents 


RAPID BINGO 
LEDUC 


5904 - 50 St. 

Ph.: 986-0008 or 986-2112 
BINGO “13” TIMES A WEEK 

41 regular games atternoons 
45 regular games evenings 
1 BONANZA PLUS 15 '/j THE HOUSE 
Afternoon: 1:30 bonanza 2 p.m. regular 
Evenings: 7 p.m. bonanza 7 p.m. regular 

* SUPER PRIZES * 

BY ATTENDANCE 

1-300 $40 - $40 - $40 - $60 - $80 
301-450 $50 ■ $50 • $50 - $80 ■ $100 
451-550 $60 - $60 • $60 - $100 - $125 
551 - UP $70 - $70 • $70 • $120 • $140 


for adian domestic 

market for aboriginal 
fur products. They also 
of northern communit- support both Native 
ies on to welfare; their and non-Native organ- 
cash income having izations’ public educa- 
dropped steadily for 
the past three years. 

Native and fur and trapping. 


Hickory, Smoked, Boneless, Skinless 

TURKEY BREASTS 

HAMQ _ Old Fashioned 

I 1«l*IO Ronolocc 



-NOW OPEN 

MG WiOOHOBE 
EXCHANGE 


10706-134 Avenue 


GOOD QUALITY USED (SOME NEW) 
FAMILY FASHIONS 
AFFORDABLE PRICES 


EDMONTON, ALBERTA 


^K' g l 


Open 6 Days A Week 10 a.m. • 6 p.m. 

" Low-Low Prices On Reconditioned Vacuums 


TRI-STAR COMPACT Sa 

538-4116 























September/October 1966 ALBERTA N/ 


Bill C-31 Natives Urged To Create Own Bands 



by Evelyn Thompson 

Harold Cardinal 
told natives at a work¬ 
shop on Indian lands 
that he is strongly in 
favor of new bands 
being formed by the 
children of women 


who regained status 
under Bill C-31. He 
says there are provi¬ 
sions in Bill C-31 that 
these newly recognized 
Indians can use to their 
advantage. 

Cardinal is referring 
to the use of the pro- 


□ Have You 

Made A Will?_I 


by Sy Sims 

You have probably 
heard others expressing 
comments about wills 
such as: “Why bother 
with a will”, “I want a 
simple will”, or, 
“When 1 go, she’s not 
getting a dime”. 

In Alberta any 18 
year old, or younger if 
married, or a member 
of a military force, of 
sound mind and mem¬ 
ory should consider a 
wiU. Wills must be in 
writing preferably pre¬ 
pared by a lawyer 
whose judgement is 
backed by training, 
study and experience. 
With a will, your inten¬ 
tion can be carried out 
with a minimum of 
expense in any orderly 
and efficient manner. 
Generally, a properly 
drawn will, will save in 
legal expense for your 
family or other heirs. 

Wills are usually not 
that simple except in 
the cases of an unmar¬ 
ried person, widow or 
widower whose 

requirements are not 
complicated. In the 
case of the average 
married couple, partic¬ 
ularly if there are 
young children, a 
simple will is an impos¬ 
sible task. A lawyer 
must spend some time 
reviewing the family 
situation, financial 
position, insurance 
coverages, who owns 
the house, the cottage, 
security in the bank 
and so on. Generally 
speaking, the printed 
form you can purchase 


at a stationery will 
fill the bill. 

If you are separated 
from your wife, living 
with that other woman 
who is bearing your 
child and one of your 
existing children is 
physically and/or men¬ 
tally handicapped, 
don’t make an 
appointment to discuss 
you will during your 
coffee break. If you are 
driving down the high¬ 
way on your honey¬ 
moon trip to Las 
Vegas, and your hus¬ 
band is the younger of 
the two of you, and 
you both perish as a 
result of a fatal car 
accident because of the 
fault of the other 
motorist, before the 
accident you might 
have been just a little 
short of cash, however, 
after the accident, you 
might find that you 
have left quite a size¬ 
able estate. 

Because of life insur¬ 
ance, pension benefits 
and of course the dam¬ 
ages recovered from 
that other driver, it 
may be a rags to riches 
ending. If there is no 
will governing what is 
to happen to the assets 
of yourself and your 
bride, the in-laws may 
end up being life long 
enemies, because of 
how the law affects the 
distribution of your 
assets. Generally 
speaking, you’re often 
worth a lot more 
“Dead than Alive,” 
therefore, a will is a 
luxury you can’t afford 
to be without. 


cess by which natives 
can be included in a 
treaty document by 
having their designated 
chief sign the treaty 
document. Bill C-31 
has made this process 
easier by granting the 
Minister of Indian 
Affairs the authority to 
give official recogni¬ 
tion to new bands 
formed this way. 

Cardinal also 

believes that the treaty 
process used by 
Alberta’s Sunchild and 
O’Chiese bands in 1956 
when they became part 
of Tteaty 6 is the best 
legal means the Bill 
C-31 natives can use. 
Then they could claim 
reserve lands set aside 
by the government. 
This land would 
become a new Indian 
reserve with the same 
rights, authority, and 
legal powers as the 
reserves now in exis¬ 


tence. Harold Cardinal 
is urging all existent 
bands to help the Bill 
C-31 natives form new 
bands and support 
their efforts to gain 
treaty rights. 

Cardinal warns the 
Bill C-31 natives 
against taking land 
bought by the Indian 
bands through the gov¬ 
ernment because such 
land would be the same 
as that land owned by 
people who are not 
native Indians. This 
land could gain no 
status as an Indian 
reserve and the Indians 
living there would 
remain status Indians 
without a treaty. 

Cardinal also points 
out that the Federal 
government has set 
aside some funds to 
help any band that has 
difficulties caused by 
too many new natives 
coming in. If the treaty 


process is used that 
these natives can get 
reserve land granted to 
their newly formed 

The Federal govern¬ 
ment is hoping that the 
existent bands will not 
help the Bill C-31 
natives form new 
bands because Indian 
Affairs does not have 
enough funds available 
to cover that eventual¬ 


ity. It is also cheaper 
for the Federal govern¬ 
ment to pay existent 
bands to take in Bill 
C-31 natives. 

Harold Cardinal 
urges the Bill C-31 
natives to use their 
entitlement to treaty 
process, especially in 
Alberta, if they want a 
solid basis for Indian 
land claims._ |f -' 


GROVE 

PROPANE 
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PROPANE DELIVERIES TO YOUR TANK 
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Funeral Homes (Ponoka)Ud 

783-3122 


Play your part 


Each year in Canada, about 70 young standards that manufacturers of infant car- 

children are killed and 4000 are injured in riers, child safety seats and booster seats 
car crashes rou 81 meel 

The latest national survey showed that You can provide the best protection for 

almost 80% ol children under 5 are not your children by securing them in a properly 

being protected adequately in motor vehicles, installed seat, anchored to your vehicle by 
Transport Canada sets tough safety a top tether strap. 

Buckle up. It’s the thing to do. 


Canada 
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Native Self-Government Years Away 
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BRIDAL NEST 

Bridal & Bridesmaid Gowns Plus A Wide 
Variety of Matching Accessories 

E40 North Town Mall 
97 St. & 137 Ave. 

476-7226 

Edmonton 


FRONTIER KOURIER LTD. 

5716 ■ 96 St., Edmonton, Alla. 

438-1130 

• RAPID ‘RELIABLE 

• RADIO DISPATCHED 
"From Envelopes to Freight 

YOU WILL Like our Rate" 

try us 

WE DELIVER FOR YOU! 


' Peace Hills Trust Company 

As Canada's premiere native owned financial 
institution, we recognize and understand the immense 
potential for growth in the expanding business 
Interests of Canada's native people. 

Peace Hills Trust Company is licensed to operate in 
British Columbia, Alberta, Saskatchewan, Manitoba, 

Yukon and the Northwest Territories. 

Advantages. 

- Member of the Canada Deposit Insurance 
Corporation. 

- Head office and branch facilities located on an 
Indian Reserve 

• Approved lender status under Canada Mortgage and 
Housing Corporation, Farm Improvements Loans 
Act, Indian and Inult Economic Development 
Guarantee order. 

- Small Business Loans Act. 

Among the many services provided are: 

- Cash Management Program 
■ Minors Trust Accounts 

- On-Reserve Housing Loans 

- Assets Management Services 


Peace Hills Trust Company 

. Head Office: 

Samson Indiar 
Box 159 




Hobbema, Alberta TOC 1N0 
(403) 585-3013 
Peace Hills Trust Company 
10th Floor, Kensington Place 
10011 -109 Street 
Edmonton, Alberta T5J 3S8 
(403) 421-1606 



McKniaht, was asxeu ~ - “ 

what the program clear recognition of 
means for natives he native rights written 
sSnply said that Indian into the constitution 
S will go on exist- before self-government 
ing until enough outcry is worked out, other 
comes from the Indian native leaders want to 
and limit people for have self-government 
change agreements worked out 

The' biggest prob- first. Still others prefer 
lent, barring progress, a regional or treaty 
native leaders seem to rights based stategy. 


Enoch Council Under Fire 

by Jim Crow 

Uneasy members of the Enoch band believe they have no federal 
,^Sent to investigate fully the band’s finances, even though an 
official from the Indian Affairs Department has agreed to hear t eir 

^fTmonth, about 50 band members staged a protest for several 
dayfoutside the tribal administration office in Edmonton to under¬ 
score demands for a complete probe of their finances, and to pressure 
the government to allow them to return to tribal law. 

Under the current system of open meetings and decision-making, 
the consensus of voting band members is mandatory 

Regional director general of Indian Affairs, Dennis Wallace, attend 
ed a general band meeting several weeks ago to discuss the band s 
1985-86 fiscal budget. But he has still not made a solid commitment to 
investigate the group’s concerns, said band member John Morin _ 

The Enoch Band, with a membership of almost 1,000, is situated on 

the western boundary of the city of Edmonton. 

One of the protestors at the tribal office, Veronica Monn, com¬ 
plained that Indian Affairs continues to “use our own people to imple¬ 
ment the assimilation process” by not getting directly involved in cor¬ 
recting or preventing financial mismanagement. 

Morin helped circulate a petition this summer demanding that 
Indian Affairs Minister Bill McKnight remove the band s council 
authority to spend revenue monies under a section of the Indian Act. 
To date, however, the department has merely acknowledged receipt ot 
the document. 

Most petitioners have claimed that there was a “total failure on the 
part of the former council to consult with band members about band 
financial matters. 
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Bar Attendant Wins Settlement 


f Jr^ LG u ARY ~ A hotel accepted cash because of 
female bar attendant settlements from T e 

workingman aE manag ' ment Human ^ghts Com- renovated, but 

g an Alberta for lost wages suffered mission announced in a contacted 
meeting here today. 



Aryan Nation 
TV Debate A Go 

by Jim Crow 

The Idaho-based leader of the white supremac¬ 
ist and anti-Semitic Aryan Nation is expected to 
be in Alberta this week. 

Richard G. Butler, head of the Aryan Nation 
and its religious arm, the Church of Jesus Christ 
Christian, will be in Red Deer September 30 to 
participate in a televised debate with Calgary 
Aryan Nation expert Lawrence Ryckman and 
Terry Long, leader of the Canadian Aryan 
Nation. 

“I think it will be quite a show,” remarked 
Ryckman, who helped produce a film about the 
group three years ago. Butler, Ryckman and 
Long will be taking part in a CKRD Television 
program called 'Dialogue'. 

Ryckman said that the Aryan Nation leader 
makes a habit of coming to Canada from the 
United States. Several years ago, an Aryan leader 
named Keith Gilbert was accepted into this 
country even though he had a criminal record. 

A constable at the Innisfail RCMP headquar¬ 
ters, near the site of Aryan leader Long’s planned 
“Aryan Warrior Compound” — eight kilometres 
outside Caroline — said he knew of Butler’s 
intended trip to the area at the end of this month. 

Manager of the Calgary Immigration Office, 
Wilf Lindner, said his department will examine 
the gentleman in question the same as they would 
handle anyone else. That is, to check and see if he 
is acceptable under the Immigration Act. 

Captain Bill Barker of the Kootenai County 
Sheriffs Office, located close to the Aryan world 
headquarters at Hayden Lake, Idaho, said Butler 
frequently travels around the United States, but 
most especially in the Pacific Northwest. 

Janice Long, the wife of the Canadian Aryan 
leader, said her husband would not say much 
about the planned trip by Butler. 

Natives Distrust Legal System 

by Hy Chaparrel 

James O’Reilly, a Montreal lawyer, says he 
understands why natives have a basic distrust 
towards the legal system. He told the Canadian 
Bar Association that judicial decisions are color¬ 
ed by the experiences and perceptions of the 
judges. 

O’Reilly claims that personal feelings too, 
often dominate a judge’s decision. He cited 
examples taken from cases he has handled for the 
James Bay Indians, the Inuit and the Lubicon 
Lake band. In relation to those cases he sees a 
conflict of ideas. To some judges the culture, 
traditions and livelihood of natives were impor¬ 
tant factors to consider while other judges dis¬ 
missed the importance of the native way of life. 

O’Reilly expressed real concern from the pers¬ 
pective of the land ciaims-setriements if the native 
people rely on the legal system. 


sexual har- arily laid off while the uphold the principles influence in any way 

assment, the Alberta lounge was being of Alberta’s anti-dis- the continued employ- 

vas not crimination legislation, rnent or promotion of 

rehired the Individual’s Rights the employee. 

Protection Act (IRPA). Information about 
Sexual harassment is this case is released as 

discrimination based part of the Alberta 


when renovations 
■pie employees com- completed, 
plained to the hotel’s The women < 


assistant manager p ained to the Alberta on sex. and is a contra- Human Rights Com- 

unwanted sexual Human Rights Com- vention of the IRPA. mission’s mandate to 

Sexual harassment educate the public 

includes unwanted about the Individual 


advances and conduct mission. In settlement, 
by their male supervis- and before the Corn- 


After the women 


mission made a deci- sexual advances. Rights Protection Act. 
' i the complain, requests for sexual fav- Proper names are with- 


P ' iv/i a inn uiv- rivipci i minis are wun* 

complained, the hotel they accepted a total of ours and other verbal held, and the informa- 
r «wt -- physical conduct of tion is released with the 


reduced the hours of $1400 from the hotel 
' of the employees, for lost wages. The 
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Bill C-31 Still Swirls In Controversy 

c .. i _ A ” mIH Tunnn mdlt , wl 


by Sy Sims 

Since last year’s 
introduction of Bill 
C-31, when the new 
law eliminated discrim¬ 
inatory sections of the 
Indian Act, and 
encouraged non-Status 
Indians to apply for 
reinstatement as full 
Status Indians, 34,000 
people have lilled in 
their forms — ready to 
make a switch. 

Along with status 
comes the distinct pos¬ 


sibility of benefits according ~ — - ~ . h Native 

associated with renew- Grove Native Council Europeans ^Native 
ed band membership, of Canada policy North 

10 advisor, 80 per r— 


iu aavisor, ou ^ *.~— — ■ . 

than the rejections are likely bill has the potential to the 

_ i _ c. _. tV»n framPWOrk. StalU 


feature of the new bill ered 
that it peipetuates 


been added to the list the appeals process, 
of status Indians kept But the Status feted Indian society in 

■ - - •• <■ ja —-- Canada. 

The media has 


by the Department of Indians of Canada, 
Indian Affairs and well as some " 
Northern Development Status 


whereby non- 
Indians consid- 
o have unfairly 
their status 
constitutional removed, were handed 
quo of Indians’ the chance to regain 

<•-—i- their former band 

rights. 

_s usual’ is DIAND estimate at 
“‘what the Natives least 68,000 people 


Metis reported 


regularly had in mind, 
divisive Bill C-31, which w 
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Ft. Vermilion, Alberta 
927-3455 


Jettc, - 

DIAND. implications of the 

To date, only 1,300 legislation, 
applications have been Money, 
turned down, and of it, seen 

major cause of discon¬ 
tentment. Most bands 
aren’t at all sure the 
federal government later 
will hand over the nec- should 
cssary funds to support 
the new status Indians. 


Indian factions. It’s Commons about 
come down to a battle year-and-a-half ago, 
r the lack between Bill C-31 was designed to right a 

to be "e Indians versus original section of ^Indian total numbered,sen- 


figure 
represents just slightly 
than half the 


Indians. 

A major cou 
Calgary, : 
this 


the 


franchised Indians. 

To this point in 
arbitrarily time, the administra¬ 
tion has been frustrat¬ 
ed by the chaos involv- 


oum go a long way “Status Indian”, 
determining how the revoked status for ^ in the processing^ 


Indian women who people. Up 
arried non-Indians. applications were 
It lifted Status from arriving each day at 
northern 1 Alberta','"wili Indians who had been DIAND far too much 
“enfranchised” (given for the department to 


me new »uuu» .. be settled. 

And the government Walter Twinn, chief of 
all sure it has the Sawridge band 




support the walk with five other , . 

o the letter Alberta bands into the white man s status) ... 

Federal Court of Can- order to take a job. 


Non-status - 

don’t know if paying ada 
their way back to band 
Indian identity is worth 
leaving mainstream bership. 
community life behind, 
clear however, 


handle effectively. 

Even now, almost a 
year later, about 75 


lives for what we 
underlying the got, and people have 
money dilemma resides left it and now they 
the social and cultural 


lead the fight And it didn’t end there. . 

„ w ho has the right These peoples’ children applications a day a 
bestow band mem- and grandchildren were received. As of Sept- 
ship. also consK 

‘We’ve worked all outsiders. 
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Handling Of Money and Politics 
Concerns Kehewin Band Group 


by Evelyn Thompson concern lead 
application for 
r Gordon by' 


an the July meeting the Harry Watchmaker to the Department of members sent a written 

item chief had revealed that member of the group Indian Affairs about eomplaint to Bill 

report through the band had a deficit says that the above starting a monetary McKnight, Minister of 


Gadwa has caused the Access to Informa- of 563,990 dollars, figures show evidence system independent Indian Affairs, but 

some concern to a tion Act. Since then 363,990 dol- of a lack of good from control by Indian they received no reply, 

group of seventy-five This action in Sept- lars has been paid back money management. Affairs. Chief Gordon The director of region- 
people in the Kehewin ember follows a band leaving a deficit of He says the debt is Gadwa also asked the al communications for 

band. One issue that meeting in July at 200,000 dollars which from too many person- Departmetn of Indian Indian Affairs Ken 

has this group worried which Chief Gadwa Chief Gadwa hopes to al loans to people and Affairs to provide the Williams says there is 

ts the handling of the insists he gave a com- get rid of by the end of businesses losing necessary doeumcnta- no reason for the 

money. tion for this 85,000 dol- department to become 

The group also dis- lar step towards self- involved. 
agrees with a proposi- government. 
tion Chief Gadwa sent The worried band 


band’s money. Their plete accounting. At the fiscal year. 

18 B.C. Natives Charged 

by Hy Chaparrel ' 


and CKVU television charged with 

stations, as well as offences following the 
fisheries CTV’s national net- August 16 ruckus, and 
Van- another eight people 
were charged with 24 
Tom Siddon, federal offences after the Aug- 
assault and obstruc- Fisheries Minister, said ust 23 melee, 

tion, following back- the seizures were During the second 

to-back weekend con- inexcusable, and he confrontation along 

frontations on the called for an immediate the Fraser River 

Fraser River in British investigation. between Boston Bar 

Fisheries officials and Mission, one fish- 

were unable to provide eries officer was sent to 

a complete list of the hospital and two fish- 

charges made until ermen received minor 

more than a week after lacerations, 
the second incident. It was the second 

But several Natives time fisheries officers 

were eventually charg- visited the region to 

ed with assault and seize fishing i 


Federal 

officials have charged work offices 
18 Natives with 54 couver. 
offences, including 


Columbia last month. 

Oan Aurel, district 
fisheries supervisor, 
refused to comment on 
what role videotapes 


Vancouver media out¬ 
lets have played in the 
laying of the charges. 

Fisheries officers obstruction of peace effort to enforce regul- 

used search warrants officers during ations governing 

“enforcement actions” Native food fishing, 
in last August. 

Ten people 


several days after the 
first incident to seize 
videotapes from CBC 


Charges of illegal fish¬ 
ing carry a maximum 
$5,000 fine. 

The trial began in 
Vancouver last week, 
and is expected to take 
at least a month. 
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by Jerry Garda 

Last month, opposition leaders were again 
calling for mandatory seat-belt legislation after 
statistics showed 533 people died in traffic acci- 
dents last year — an increase of 13.4 per cent 
over 1984 figures. 

Slightly less than 15 per cent of the people kill¬ 
ed — and nearly 20,000 injured in car accidents 
last year — were not wearing seat belts at the time 
of the crash. 

Still, that statistic didn’t move Transportation 
Minister Al Adiar enough to change his mind on 
how Albertans feel about implementing a man¬ 
datory seat-belt law. 

“1 was convinced before that seat belts were of 
value in saving lives,” he said. “We’re against 
being told we have to wear them.” 

Ray Martin, leader of the Opposition, dismiss¬ 
ed Adair’s comment as “rhetorical”, and again 
called for the Conservative government to allow a 
free vote on the seat-belt issue. “1 don’t know 
why they don’t have the political courage to do 
what is right.” 

To buttress his argument, the New Democrat 
leader cited Ontario figures, which clearly show¬ 
ed that accident victims who were wearing seat 
belts cost half as much to treat in hospital — an 
indication that their injuries were less serious. 

Nick Taylor, Liberal Party leader, supported 




TIRED OF WAITING FOR A TOW TRUCK” 

callJERRY’S towing 





Our future begins with you. 


Al Adair 

Martin’s suggestion when he accused the govern¬ 
ment of being “unreasonably cautious”, and per¬ 
haps even callous, about the continuing carnage 
on our highways. 

Taylor also called for tougher measures to dis¬ 
courage drinking and driving. The statistics show 
that better than one driver in four involved in a 
fatal crash had consumed alcohol just before get¬ 
ting in the car. 

The Alberta Transportation traffic accident 
totals for 1985 also indicate: 

• On average, there were about 270 traffic acci¬ 
dents reported each and every day. And every 
day, about 54 people were injured, and one 
person died. 

• The nearly 100,000 collisions that occured in 
Alberta last year was up 10 per cent from 1984 
totals. 

Assistant general manager of the Alberta 
Safety Council, Lloyd Stephaniuk, said the statis¬ 
tics indicate seat belts do prevent injuries. 

People who weren’t wearing seat belts were 
almost twice as likely to get killed or injured. 
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Bid To Oust Sinclair Fails 


SeplembeWOctober 1986 ALBERTA N/ 


by Sy Si 

Angered and frus¬ 
trated executives 
attempted to kick out 
Metis Association of 
Alberta president Sam 
Sinclair after discover¬ 
ing their employees 
won’t be paid because 
of the organization’s 
financial difficulties. 

One of the associa¬ 
tion’s vice-presidents 
resigned immediately 
after learning about a 
letter sent from Sin¬ 
clair’s office. The 
notice, sent to the 
employees, said they 
would not be able to 
receive wages for Aug¬ 
ust because no funds 
were available. 

Eric Ward quit last 
month at a board 


meeting after a motion 
to oust Sinclair was 
defeated by a single 
vote. “The embarrass¬ 
ment the president has 
caused us by having 
cheques bounce all 
over town has become 
too much,” he remark¬ 
ed. 

“I had to suggest 
that the board resign as 
a whole, and bring it 
back to the people to 
elect a new board. I 
don’t want to be part 
of this embarrassing 
activity anymore,” 
Ward explained. 

He added that the 


The frozen assets housing measures were 
will most likely cause designed to help Metis 
an indefinite postpone- and country residents 
ment of elections, the build and purchase 
annual assembly, and a new homes, repair old- 
Constitutional sympos- er houses, and do 
ium, where members emergency fix-ups. 
had planned to uncov- Said Ward: "We 
er a Constitutional pro- want Sinclair out 
posal for the First Min- because of the financial 
isters’ Conference. situation, the Constitu- 
Tb compound the tional situation, and 
problem, the housing the embarrassing situa- 
projects of the associa- tion. It’s a case of great 


temporarily shut down 
when core funds were 
frozen due to an 
$80,000 debt created by 
the association’s hous- 
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Natives Arrange Agenda 
For 1987 Talks 


by Evelyn Thompson 

The two hundred 
members of the 

Assembly of First 

Nations gave their 

constitutional delega¬ 
tion approval to toler¬ 
ate little changes in 
wording but to solidly 
adhere to the funda¬ 
mental points of abor¬ 
iginal rights and native 
self-government. They 
went on to discuss the 
arrangement to allow 


their delegates room to 
move around at the 
upcoming talks. The 
important considera¬ 
tion was to keep the 
delegates from com¬ 
promising in their 
discussions. 

The Assembly of 
First Nations will be 
starting a campaign 
using workships, video 
tapes, and a number of 
friendly demonstra¬ 
tions to inform the 
public. 
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Fulfilling A Destiny 


by Hy Chaparrel liam Jobson was One day later, Ed, as 

accepted and sworn in he is called by his 
He is a young Native as an RCMP Special friends, left St. Paul 

man, just 20 years of Constable by RCMP for Regina and the 

age, and proud to be Inspector Bill Donahue RCMP Training 

where he is. Last of the St. Paul detach- Depot. Here Jobson 

month, Edward Wil- ment. will receive his training 

as a special constable. 
The training will con¬ 
clude in four months, 
1 which time he will 
graduate. . . providing 
he passes the final 
exams. 

After the training, 
Jobson is looking for¬ 
ward to his employ- 
it with the St. Paul 
detachment. 

Jobson was educat¬ 
ed at Bonnie Doon 
High School in 
Edmonton, and after 
graduation returned to 
his family’s reserve at 
Saddle Lake. He still 
calls the place home. 

It was obvious from 
Jobson’s background 


career with the 
police seemed to be the 
right thing to do. For 
starters, he worked for 
seven years with the 
Royal Sea Cadets; 
three of those years 
were spent as a parade 
drill instructor with the 
Edmonton R.C.S.C.C. 
Warriors. 

Jobson held the 


official rank of Chief 
Petty Officer 2nd class. 
At the time of his 
departure to Regina, he 
was devoting his time 
to his old buddies at 
the St. Paul Cadet 
Corps as a civilian 
instructor. 

Before coming to the 
St. Paul area, Jobson 
was employed as a 


hotel investigator at the 
Four Seasons in 
Edmonton. And he 
received excellent train¬ 
ing as a guard with the 
RCMP detachment in 
Stoney Plain. And as if 
that wasn’t enough to 
make a worthy resume, 
Jobson was also a 
guard at the St. Paul 
RCMP detachment. 


Fort Chipewyan/Fort McMurray 
Winter Road To Open This Winter 


EDMONTON — A 
winter road between 
Fort Chipewyan and 
Fort McMurray will be 
opened this winter. 
Transportation and 
Utilities Minister A1 
“Boomer” Adair and 
Fort McMurray MLA 
Norm Weiss announc- 


The r 


: will r 
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We Buy, Sell & Trade 
All Vehicles & RV's 
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it. & Yellowtiead Trail 


474-5345 


south from Fort Chipe¬ 
wyan to connect with 
the road running north 
of Fort MacKay. The 
majority of effort this 
winter will relate to 
improving stream 
crossings along the 
route and opening and 
maintaining the road. 
This road will provide 
residents of Fort Chip¬ 
ewyan a southern 
access during the win¬ 
ter improving their 
opportunity to avoid 
costly air freight 


charges on their every¬ 
day necessities. 

“Excellent coopera¬ 
tion between the com¬ 
munities involved serv¬ 
ed to emphasize the 
importance of this 
road,” Mr. Weiss stat¬ 
ed. “The provision of a 
southern winter road 
will be one of the most 
significant events in the 
development of the 


community of Fort 
Chipewyan.” 

Mr. Adair added: 
“Norm and I had the 
opportunity to visit 
Fort Chipewyan and 
meet with the Improve¬ 
ment District Council 
last week. It is a real 
pleasure to be able to 
provide this important 
link for the people of 
Fort Chipewyan.” 
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Sawridge Chief Honoured Again 


The chief of the 
resource-rich Sawridge 
Band in Slave Lake, 
Walter Twinn, was 
honoured last month 
for his many accom¬ 
plishments during two 
decades as leader of the 
band. 

More than 400 
friends, family and dig¬ 
nitaries attended the 
gala event at Fort 
Edmonton Park to 
mark Twinn’s 20 years 
in power. Dan Kepley, 
the band spokesman 
and former standout 
linebacker with the 
Edmonton Eskimos, 
said the occasion was 
“very momentous”. 

The group of VIPs 



Walter Twinn 


who came to the recep¬ 
tion and dinner includ¬ 
ed Canadian actor 
Jack Vernon, and 
former Canadian 
Heavyweight boxing 
champion Ken Lakus- 


from Premier Don 
Getty and the White 
House, among others. 
He was also awarded 
with a framed certifi¬ 
cate from Queen Eliza- 
bth, lauding his efforts 
as band chief. 

The Sawridge Band 
with only 48 members, 
has advanced tremen¬ 
dously since Twinn 
first assumed leader¬ 
ship in 1966. The band 
now owns motels in 
Jasper and Slave Lake, 
and possesses oil 
reserves estimated at 
more than $9 million. 
And there’s no doubt 
Twinn has been mainly 
responsible for achiev¬ 
ing financial stability in 
the band. 

Said Kepley: “In the 



Part of the Ben Calf Robe Dance TVoupe performs. 


Cultural Exchange A ‘Privilege’ 

by Sy Sims 


A troupe of Native 
entertainers from 
Oklahoma said they’ve 
never been treated 
better than at the Buf¬ 


falo Society’s Pow 
Wow in Wetaskiwin 
last month. 

Before flying back 
down to the United 
States, Jack Anquoe, 
leader of the Greyhorse 
Singers of Oklahoma, 
said he and his group 
were “privileged” to 
come to Wetaskiwin's 
cultural exchange 
weekend. And he’s a 


ZYG’S \ 

JEWELLERY 

WATCHES >^iC D1AM0NDS 
CLOCKS gem STONES 

===TROPHIES=== 

ALL ENGRAVING S MOST 
JEWELLERY REPAIRS DONE 
ON PREMISES 

K 963-2573 fil 

5012 - 50th ST.. STONY PLAIN 


Centennial 
Fashion J&L 
Eye Wear 


“WHY WAIT — 

LAB ON PREMISES" 

QUALITY FASHION 
AT COMPETITIVE PRICES 

484-2511 

Centennial Mall, Edmonton 


man who should know 
what’s worthwhile and 

Anquoe and his own 
family have been 
organizing the largest 
annual Pow Wow in 
his state for the past 36 

“We thank you and 
we tip our hats to 
everyone for working 
together, and we hope 
to come back next year 
because everyone was 




Anquoe. 

“We came up here 
and brought a few of 
our albums. We sold 
them in a matter of 
minutes ... we 
should have brought 
more,” he laughed. 


last 20 years, Walter 
has worked tirelessly to 
establish credibility and 
respect for the Saw¬ 
ridge Band. He’s a 
tremendous gentleman 
and a great person to 
have on your team.” 

The gala celebra¬ 
tions also included 
local Native entertain¬ 
ment, boxing exhibi¬ 
tions and a minstrel 
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by Sy Sims 

Dancers from three 
Western provinces and 
the northwestern Unit¬ 
ed States helped cele¬ 
brate the 29th Annual 
Peigan Nations Indian 
Days last month at 
their reserve, 60 km 
east of Lethbridge. 

A spokesman for the 
band, Joanne Yellow 
Horn, said the dancers 
“came in from around 
the province, as well as 
British Columbia, 
Saskatchewan, Mon¬ 
tana and 

Washington”. The 
great majority of them 
were not Alberta resi¬ 
dents. 

Indian Days was 
staged in early August 
at the Indian Brocket 
Campgrounds. First- 
day activities included 
performances by 75 
dancers and five drum 
groups in an inter-trib¬ 
al dance, open to any¬ 
one who cared to kick 
up their heels. 

"Anyone who is 
dressed, or anyone 
who is sitting in the 
crowd can dance . . . 
kind of social 
dancing,” Yellow Horn 
added. 

On the second day 
of the festival, dance 
competitions began in 
13 categories. Prizes 
were given out to the 
the top three competi¬ 
tors in the senior divi- 


Peisans celebrate 

™ ... ..,1 narade through held a i 


sions. First prize was 
worth $500; second 
best earned $300, and 
thrid prize was worth 
$ 200 . _ , 
Sunday, the final 
day of celebrations, 
was highlighted by an 
honour dance for the 
elders, and a tradition- 


parade through 
Brocket. “We had 
people with floats 
traditional floats 
people on horseback 
and people on foot,” 
said Mrs. Yellow Horn. 

On both Saturday 
and Sunday, families 
on the Peigan Reserve 


held a pancake break¬ 
fast and Indian feast 
for visitors. 

Throughout the long 
weekend, a variety of 
other activities were 
staged, including a 
slowpitch tournament, 
a rodeo, and a fishing 
derby. 



Compliments of 

ALBERTA MOTOR s 
QS) ASSOCIATION 

EMERGENCY ROAD SERVICE 

Also Offering Driver Education 

* Over 30 Years Experience 

* Courses Can Lead To Insurance Discount 

TRAVEL SERVICE 
• Your Complete Travel Agency 
• Photo Service lor Passports 

INSURANCE 

* Auto, Travel & Accident 

* Home OwnerfTenant Insurance 


9611-100 St., Peace River 624-1175 
10828 - 100 St., Grande Prairie 532-4421 



ATI K AM EG 

GARMET 

COMPANY 


Workwear Sales 
Drycleaning 


Goodfish Lake, Alberta 

Phone 1-636-2863 


BEST WISHES TO THE 
NATIVE FAMILIES FROM 

Butler Survey 
Supplies Ltd. 

10032 - 79 Ave., Edmonton, Alta. 

433-2596 

3927 - 3A St. N.E., Calgary, Alta. 

276-5587 













































Ancient Native Artifacts Found 


Literally hundreds of thousands of 15th 
century artifacts have been unearthed from 
an excavation site near the village of Maple 
— just north of Toronto — by archeologists 
trom the Museum of Indian Archeology 
The museum is affiliated with the University 
of Western Ontario in London. 

The artifacts include clay effigy pipes, 
awls, pendants and decorative pieces, all 
made from deer and elk bone. Among the 
other finds; chipped stone arrow and spear 
heads, bone scrapers, clay pots and pottery 
fragments. The latter materials are in very 
good condition because the site has been 
largely undisturbed. 

A sizeable piece of the large village, which 
was home to about 1,000 Hurons, is located 
on land owned by Magna International Inc., 
Canada’s largest auto part manufacturer. 

Magna gave the Museum of Indian Arch¬ 
eology a contract to excavate the site last 
year. Together with Magna’s financial assis¬ 
tance, and grants from the federal and pro¬ 
vincial governments, and the town of 
Vaughan, the Museum was able to mount a 
full-scale salvage project. 

Magna has now decided to delay develop¬ 
ment for that part of the site — formally 
known as the Keffer Site — in an effort to 
allow the museum as much archeological 
information as it can dig up. 


One of the truly outstanding features of 
the Huron village is its unusual location. 
Four hundrd years ago, it was common 
practise for these people to build their resi¬ 
dences on plateaus. However, this particular 


site of 16 longhouses was developed on two 
distinct elevations of land. 

The southern, or higher level of the vil¬ 
lage, was constructed in typical fashion on a 
plateau surrounded by relatively steep banks 
leading down to the Don River. The lower 
portion of the village, however, is located in 
a small valley, and is separated from the 
higher village by an inexplicably steep slope. 

Currently, the artifacts are being both 
catalogued and prepared for a major exhibi¬ 
tion that will be permaneently housed at the 
Museum of Indian Archeology in north 
London. 
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Earlv Natural Profile Of Natives 

nttlUlWI * hood. An Indian hunt- which 


The ascent of life in was covered by slow- 
Alberta unfolded over moving ice sheets up to 
some two and a half 1600 meters thick. The 
billion years ago. What last retreat of the ice 
is now Alberta was began about 12,000 
once covered by water, years ago. 
a shallow sea formed Men have walked on 
by the meeting of the the surface of the "old 
Pacific and Arctic world” for perhaps 
oceans, and the Gulf of two million years but 
Mexico. Various parts they were late in com- 
of Alberta emerged, ing to the Americas. In 
submerged and re- Alberta, the first immi- 
emerged several times, grants may have arriv- 
The first rocks appear- ed about 30,000 years 
ed in northeastern ago. It is unlikely that 
Alberta, east of the we will ever discover 
Slave River. Just proof of their presence 
35,000 years ago, because the advancing 
except for the moun- and retreating ice 
peaks and the sheets have greatly dis- 


hood An Indian hunt- which saw the abun- 
er would strive to dance of summer fol- 
become expert on the lowed by the harsher 
movements and habits times of winter in a 
of those wild animals never ending process, 
and birds he hunted But there were other 
for his food and cycles at work, such as 
clothing. Years of the one which made 
experience, plus the rabbit population 

careful coaching from rise and fall every 
elders, were needed to seven years. The 
become knowledge- Indian people were 
able in all the ways of very much affected by 
living things, and how these natural fluctua- 
they interact. In the tions. However, the 
same way, Indian Indians identified 
women had to know themselves as fully 


a srzz £»:as 

location of present-day hand of man has kmds of knowledge of 
higher" regions of the turbed the land sur- Taber ^southern d^d ^ a “ ° £ w ° a y S ° ith the natural Indians lived 
Porcupine Hills and face. Passage of these Alberta, around , " E i orv remains world of existence mony with the 


Porcupine - 

Cypress Hills, Alberta immense ice sheets over 
the land, together with 


:h their world, 


original glory remains world , 

■Hie early voyageurs to be shared. It forms a reflected the Indian rather than « 
erosion and deposition found in Alberta a part of the natural her- balance of life. mercy. Through 

^Tuge amoS of treasure-trove of itage of Alberta which As close observers countless centuries 

clay sand gravels and plants, animals, virgin deserves conservation of nature, the Indians they sensed and 

rock by fl’oting melt- soil and vast amounts and preservation. were aware of the responded to the 

waters accounts for the of unexploited miner- Alberta’s aboriginal cycles that existed in mysterious forces of 

look of the land today, als. The richness and inhabitants relied the natural world. The nature acting to main- 

purity of the region’s exclusively upon the most obvious cycle tain a balance of life 

plants, parklands, natural world around was the yearly progres- wherein all living this 

mountains and waters them for their liveli- sion of the seasons, might survive. 
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Rigging The Chiefs 


During the early 
years of the fur trade in 
Canada, Europeans 
and American Indians 
had to find ways of 
bridging their cultural 
differences so that they 
could trade with each 
other. 

A special ceremony 
called “Rigging the 
Chief’ evolved as one 
way of establishing a 
formal relationship 
between the traders 


and the Indian leaders. 
In this ceremony, the 
European fur traders 
gave suits of clothing 
and other presents to 
the Indian “trading 
chiefs” to encourage 
trapping and trade. By 
accepting these gifts, 
Indian leaders affiliat¬ 
ed their followers with 
the trader and his com¬ 
pany. 

The newly-formed 
Dominion of Canada 


had acquired Rupert’s 
Land from the Hud¬ 
son’s Bay Company in 
1870. The Canadian 
Government continued 
the custom of giving 
special clothing and 
gifts to Indian leaders 
as part of the process 
of making treaties. 

The leaders who 
received these gifts 
were no “treaty chiefs" 
rather than trading 
chiefs. Today, the 


resurgence of Indian 
cultures has led to a 
reversal of this cere¬ 
mony. Indian chiefs 
now bestow Indian 
clothing and gifts on 
people who have con- 
•ributed significantly to 
the Native community 
— and often as not, it’s 
a politician. 

The exhibit shows 
how this ceremony and 
the underlying tie 
which it represents 
have persisted over 
time — yet changed to 
meet new circum- 
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Images of Childhood 

^—* __ the destructive leeacv of slavery con- 


Historians generally agree that gunpowder, 
organizational ability, and an ardent belief 


of these reports, but the best evidence comes 
from the writers themselves who mm 


white superiority led to the domination of the peans, and who maintain that while there 
non-white peoples of the world. When the first some good masters, the bad ones were 
non-white slave reached the shores of the New numerous. 

World, an intense economic competition began 


_i tragic pawns in 

lured and taken to the slave colonies, < 
free labour, blood, and tears empires r< 
fell. 

The history of the West Indies is one of: 


Today the destructive legacy of slavery c 
Euro- tinues to plague West Indian societies. Common 
law marriages, illegitimacy, violence and the 
high numbers of single female-headed families 
remain a part of the critical social problems. 

In many respects. West Indian societies con- 
lue to be a place where a man builds his happi¬ 
ness on the misfortunes of others; where the 
terms ‘husband’, ‘father’, and ‘citizen’ have n< 


No one can dispute the horrors of separation 

among Europeans for wealth and power. The of families. Atoem*r ^a »in«of I 

most tragic pawns in this game were Blacks, «|> . ... . 

ise and At age six! the child was old enough to join the meaning, and where few are protected by the 
many groups of child labourers, hoeing and public decency which preserves morality, 
wading on the plantation. To sever any bonds Yet, it may be argued that many have out- 
“ • • > i-j — i ...!..i>- ... grown the past and have moved on to better cli¬ 

mates, where they prosper in contentment and 
sold to another have raised good families. In moving on, how¬ 
ever, they have created a permanent underclass 
social, political consisting of a large percentage of West Indians 
effective who continue to live below the poverty line. And 
IH,, of subjugating'the'slave population, which who in some respects must start all over again to 
outnumbered the whites three to one. Thus the learn the rules of the game with a different mas- 


i ne nisiory oi uic-inu.wo .1 ..= ~ 

al To force slaves into docility and acceptance that may develop between child and adults, or 
required a rule of deliberate brutality and terror- children and children, they were regularly moved 
ism. The whip became the incentive for work and from one gang to the 
symbol of discipline. However, while the master plantation, 
whipped, penned, and starved them, they 
remained an invincible people. 

Consider C.L.R. James account of bestiality 
on the sugar plantations in Santo Domingo in the 
18th century. "Iron on the hands and feet ... 

blocks of wood tied to their feel which the slaves ter and the gang supervisor. 


only authority figure in a child’s life was the mas- 


dragged around all day; tin plate masks to pre¬ 
vent slaves from eating the sugar cane; iron col- ous as ; 
lars for the women who aborted their children Suicide i 
mutilations of limbs . . . burning with hot formed 


In such a social setting, life became as precari- 
bit of straw caught in a gust of wind, 
ites were high, and Negro midwives per- 
killings to spare many newborn 


molasses and wax . . . roasting on slow fires. . . infants. Amidst this butchery, the covert activities 
up slaves with gunpowder and blowing of aunties and uncles grew providing assistance ir 


them up with matches. . . buried them up to the whatever form that was safe for both helper and : 


necks, then smeared their heads with sugar 
that the flies may devour them; fastened them 
near to the nests of ants or wasps; made them eat 
their excrement and drink their 


Some historians argue about the authenticity the people. 


hapless child. In fact, the words “auntie” and 
“uncle” could transform a total stranger into a 
saviour. Though unorganized, it was an indica¬ 
tion of the strong kinship ties and solidarity of 
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Course Gets Natives 
Ready For University 


by Evelyn Thompson 

The Yellowhead 
Tribal Council serving 
Enoch, Alexander, 
O’Chiese, Sunchild 
and Alexis bands has 
enrolled about thirty- 
five mature natives in a 
program designed to 
meet university 

entrance requirements. 
These mature students 
will start on September 
9, 1986 a program of 
courses in philosophy, 
English and psychol¬ 
ogy sponsored by the 
Department of Indian 
Affairs, University of 



Alberta and Athabasca 
University. This pro¬ 
gram is an earnest wish 
fulfilled for these 
native adults who have 
waited so long to 
upgrade their educa¬ 
tion to university level. 

The bands involved 
in the program do not 
have any university 
graduates as far as the 
education director 


Bemie Makokis 
knows. He also says 
that the students will be 
ready for university 
next September. 

The Yellowhead 
Tribal Council consid¬ 
ers this achievement to 
be a major step 
towards training future 
leaders for the complex 
problems they will 
face. 


Student Summer Employment 
Program A Success 

by Al Michael 

EDMONTON — This summer 6,229 Alberta 
students were employed with the help of the fed¬ 
eral government’s Summer Employment/Experi¬ 
ence Development (SEED) program. 

So far this year. Employment and Immigration 
Canada has provided $11,327,605 in wage sub¬ 
sidies enabling employers in virtually every kind 
of business in all areas of the province to increase 
their hiring of students. 

Fifty-seven per cent of the jobs were created by 
the private sector, up from 49 per cent last year. 
Municipalities, educational institutions and non¬ 
profit organizations also benefitted from the pro- 

Sixty per cent of all the jobs created were dir¬ 
ectly related to the student’s field of study while 
the balance were practical work experience situa¬ 
tions. 
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Year One for New School Of Native Studies 


y Lambert government document funding for Native Native community, it from Monday to Fri- 

•j, . r .. — known as "The programs be reduced will be interesting to day, from 12 noon to 

the heJ- WlU I nar,C Bu ff al ° Jump of the drastically. After leak- watch the School of 1 p.m. 

oegmmng of the 80's" — price was ing it, the then minister Native Studies develop Native Studies 201 

year ot operations given extensive cover- of Indian Affairs, under the direction of will offer a more inter- 
f r 4itL ne ^ e V£rS ’ ty age ’ specially in the David Crombie, ter- Price. mediate level of Cree. 

m Alberto s School of print media. Native minated Price for With four years This course will run 
iNaUve Studies. The and non-Native alike, breaking an oath of experience in the each Tuesday and 

f °n; S sta ” consists The document contain- confidentiality required Edmonton Native Thursday from 2 p.m. 

ot Director Richard ed recommendations of, federal government organizations — 2 of to 3:30 p.m. (Classes at 

Price, Administrative from the Neilson Task employees. He was fur- those at the University the U of A started on 

Assistant Jane Martin Force, established to ther charged with — the Native students Thursday Sept. 4. 

and Instructor Emily consider ways in which Breach of Thist. The have a very able bodied Anyone interested in 

Hunter. Price is a well government spending charges were dropped Administrative Assis- classes should contact 

known name in the could be reduced. The in the face of wide tant in Jane Martin. Marilynn Dumont at 

Canadian Native com- document suggested spread opposition from Martin was born on the Native Student Scr- 

munity. In June of that Indian programs the Native community. Cape Croker Reserve vices, phone 432-5677.) 

1985, after leaking a be transferred to the Having proven his in southern Ontario, Native Studies 300 is 
confidential federal provinces and that commitment to the and raised in Tbronto. taught by Richard 

Martin has lived in Price. This course will 

Edmonton for the past scan the history, cur- 

Safety Prize Winners Announced s ZT„ m „ » 

EDMONTON — A1 demonstrating their itions throughout the f rom the Goodfish Natives. It will explore 

“Boomer” Adair, high level of traffic province. Reserve in northern self-government, hunt- 

Minister of Transporta- safety knowledge. “Computer games Alberta. Emily also 

tion and Utilities is School Bus safety, give young people a brings with her a 
pleased to announce bicyle safety, road chance to visually and proven record in Cree 

the names of the 30 hazard/vehicle safety manually solve safety instruction. In an off- 

youths who recorded and pedestrian safety problems,” stated campus course with the 
daily high scores for are some of the issues Mr. Adair. “These U of A, she has taught 

the Safety Computeer addressed by the Safety games let the youths Cree syllables at the 

games at this summer’s Computer games, enjoy safety instruction Mt^kwachees College 

exhibitions. Each high These games, designed while the prizes award- a< Hobbema. She has 

score winner will be by Alberta Ttansporta- ed for each day’s high also taught for 1. years 

awarded a “Freeway” tion, are used at dis- score gave the young- at the Blue guil s 

panda, Alberta Trans- plays in local and com- sters the incentive to try School near the Saddle 

portation’s mascot, for munity fairs and exhib- their best. Ca ke Reserve, and 

“Safety is a major demonstrates great 

priority with Alberta proficiency with Cree 

Transportation and this syllabics. 
is just one of the The courses Hunter 
informational, educa- teaches at the School 
tional programs used are Native Studies 101 
to stress this important and 201. Native studies 
issue,” concluded 101, an introduction to 
Mr. Adair. Plains Cree, will run 


ing, education, and 
other important facets 
of Native life. 

These courses are 
also open to non-univ¬ 
ersity students. For 
more information, 
contact the School of 
Native Studies at 
432-2991. The School 
is located at 11036-89 
Avenue. 

Potential Native stu¬ 
dents, or anyone inter¬ 
ested in Native studies, 
should be aware that 
these are not the only 
courses of Native con¬ 
tent offered at the U of 
A. The departments of 
anthropology, history, 
political science, educa¬ 
tional foundations, 
and English also offer 
courses. 
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INDIAN CHIEF HONORED — Chief Waller Twinn (left) of the 
Sawridgc Hand, Slave I,ake, was awarded an Honorary Degree of 
Doctor of Athabasca University at the university's recent convoca¬ 
tion in Athabasca. He is shown discussing the citation with Consul 
Donn l-arscn (centre), Chairman of (he Athabasca University Gov¬ 
erning Council, and Dr. Joe Couture of Athabasca University who 
presented Chief I'winn with the award. 


Bursaries Help 


by AJ Michael 

A song that was 
popular after World 
War I asked the ques¬ 
tion: “How you gonna 
keep them down on the 
farm after they’ve seen 
Paree?” 

Northerners have 
been asking more or 
less the same thing for 
years. “How do you 
keep the young in the 
North?” people say, or, 
“How do you attract 
professionals up 

here?” 

The Northern 
Alberta Development 
Council (NADC) has 
come as close as 
anybody to supplying 
answers. The Council’s 
Bursary Program, 
which is designed spec¬ 
ifically to attract pro¬ 
fessionals to northern 
Alberta, must be view¬ 
ed as successful in any- 


More than 1100 stu¬ 
dents have been assist¬ 
ed by the program 
since its inception in 
1974. They have repre¬ 
sented every field from 
medicine, to teaching, 
to engineering technol¬ 
ogy, to law, to social 
work. They have been 
young people. They 
have been married. 
They have been single 
parents. They have 
been mature students. 
And, more than V» of 
them have returned to 
northern Alberta after 
their post-secondary 
training. 

No, they are not 
down on the farm. 
But, they haven’t left 
their roots behind them 
either. 

Why is this so? The 
answer is twofold. 
First, the program’s 
criteria insist that recip¬ 
ients work out a term 
of service in the north. 


Keep P 

The length of time 
involved varies accord¬ 
ing to how much assis¬ 
tance has been receiv¬ 
ed. An average length 
of time, however, for a 
full bursary would be 
two years. 

The second reason is 
that a strong effort is 
made to select people 
who have ties to or 
feelings for the North. 
Applicants are specific¬ 
ally selected if their 
chosen field of study is 
in demand in northern 
Alberta, and they are 
asked if they are pre¬ 
pared to work in an 
underserviced com¬ 
munity. 

The answers reveal a 
great deal about young 
northerners. Here are a 
few replies: 

“Yes. I grew up in a 
small rural community 
where medical services 
were not in close prox¬ 
imity or were minimal. 


Xhe 

by Everett Lambert 

Basically what I’m about to say is that we, the 
“Crec” people, like all other peoples, have to be 
proud of what we are. We have to ask, and we 
get respect from other peoples. The route I will 
use to develop this will be language. 

Have you ever noticed that when a Native mis¬ 
pronounces a word of the Englis, 1 mean “Eng¬ 
lish”, language he is immediately ridiculed or 
corrected. Most often this happened when we are 
speaking with other Natives. Also, have you ever 
wondered where this word “Crec” comes from. 

You’ll of course know that we Natives have 
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Word “ CREE ” 


trouble pronouncing “s” sounds, as well as our 
“sh” sounds. We at times pronounce “s” as 
“sh” or vis-versa. We have trouble with words 
like “education” (sometimes we say 
"cducasin”), “social” (shocial), or “nation” 
(nasin), etc., etc. 

Once a speech therapist friend of mine and 
myself theorized that this is due to something 
called human evolution, i.e. our speech mechan¬ 
isms have not evolved to the point that we easily 
and comfortably handle the English language. 
Our throat muscles, vocal cords, jaw bones, etc., 
still possess those qualities and adaptations that 
are meant and required for the “Cree” language. 
It’s kind of like the Blacks are biologically suited 
for hot climates (they possess unique perspiration 
glands), or the lnuit for cold climates, and only 
cold climates, 1 might add. So that’s why we 
don’t accept this English language so well: our 
speech mechanisms just have not evolved, or 
adapted to it. But yet, we are expected to magic¬ 
ally, correctly and properly use it. 

So what about this word “Cree”? 

You “Cree” speakers out there, ask your¬ 
selves, where does this word come from? I found 
when 1 asked my Cree Instructor, Emily Hunter, 
that its usage is so old (and widespread) that even 
the authorities don’t know where it comes from. 
But we can be sure of this: it comes from a 
word(s) that we used to refer to ourselves (some¬ 
one out there might know where it comes from 
exactly). However, the “hi" (pronouced “he” by 
some) in Nehiyaw could have been misheard as 
“Cree", and thus the whole word could have 



been further shortened to this. This could also 
have happened to the “iyi” (ee) in “Iyiniwuk” 
(ee no uk). (Both these words refer to our Nation 
and our people). 

Whatever the case may be, the word “Cree” 
comes from years of mispronunciation of a very 
important word to us. Not enough non-Nehiyaws 
had the courtesy to ask us if they were pronounc¬ 
ing our word correctly. 

It’s probably to late to change this now; plus, 
it’s convenient to leave it anyways. Everyone 
knows what we’re talking about when we use this 
word. But, we can stop our language from fur¬ 
ther being distorted. 

So let’s respect ourselves. Let’s make sure 
they’re saying “Tansi” when they say “Tansi”. 
Our language is beautiful. Keep it that way. 

Shee you, I mean “see” you, around. 
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rofessionals In North 


SeptemberfOclober 


The need for good care 
here is just as prevalent 
" as in larger centres. ” 
"Yes. Working in an 
underdeveloped com¬ 
munity would not be a 
hardship for me as I 
was raised in one. " 

“The answer has to 
be yes —if the work is 
available. ” 

People who are 
eligible for NADC 
Bursaries must have 
, been resident in 
Alberta for three years 
before applying and 
must already be enroll¬ 
ed in an academic pro¬ 
gram which will pre- 
*pare them for an occu¬ 
pation with a high 
employment potential. 
It is not necesary to be 
a northerner although 
recipients do have to 
show good intentions 
of becoming one. 

As well, preference 
is shown to students 
who are in the latter 
stages of their studies, 
to those who demon¬ 
strate a commitment to 
future employment in 
•northern Alberta, to 


those who need or 
other special circum¬ 
stances are not covered 
by other assistance pro¬ 
grams, to those who 
sign an agreement to 
work for a specified 
time in northern 
Alberta. 

Over the years, by 
far the largest number 
of bursaries have gone 
to students in educa¬ 
tion and in medical 
support programs. 

A typical case 
involves a young 
woman, the mother of 
two, who worked on a 
letter of authority as a 
teacher in a native 
language program. She 
asked for help to com¬ 
plete her degree in 
education so that she 
could continue to work 
with native students. 

Another bursary was 
granted to a physician, 
currently in practice in 
northern Alberta, to 
allow him to take 
upgrading courses in 
Emergency Room 
Medicine and Obstet- • 


Still another person 
received bursary help 
to become a profes¬ 
sional emergency para- 

One young woman, 
who became an engin¬ 
eering technologist, 
worte: "I wish to 
express my gratitude 
for your assistance. 
Without it, I would not 
have been able to com¬ 
plete my studies. I hope 
you plan to continue 
the program and make 
it possible for other 
sntdents to continue 
their education. ” 

However, this same 
woman expressed con¬ 
cern that the program 
is not well enough pub¬ 
licized, and several 
others have told the 
Northern Alberta Dev¬ 
elopment Council that 
they heard about it 
only by accident. 

The Bursary Pro¬ 
gram is not a secret. It 
is not available only to 
a select few. It is 
administered through 
the Students Finance 
Board and recipients 


,i./i* 

•T i 


-J* 


SADDLE LAKE GRADUATE — Vera Cardinal of the Saddle l ake 
Reserve receives her Bachelor of Arts hood Iroin Athabasca Univer¬ 
sity Registrar Hendrik Slegtenhorst during Athabasca University con¬ 
vocation ceremonies held recently in Athabasca. Vera completed her 
degree through the post-secondary prorum offered at the Blue Quills 
Native Education Centre, St. Paul. The Convocation was held in 
conjunction with the formal installation of Dr. Terry Morrison ns 
president of Athabasca University. 


4-H Member Wins Inga Marr 
Memorial Scholarship 


are selected by a com¬ 
mittee made up of 
representatives from 
the Northern Alberta 
Development Council, 
the Metis Association 
of Alberta, Alberta 
Manpower and the 


Students Finance Alberta Career 

Bojy-d Centres, from school 

If readers wish to principals, from 
find out more, inform- awards offices at post- 
ation and application secondary institutions 
forms are readily avail- and from the Northern 
able from the Students Development Branch 
Finance Board, from in Peace River. 


by Jay Fisher 

Melissa Harty of 
Foremost, Alberta has 
been selected as winner 
of the Inga Marr Mem¬ 
orial Scholarship for 
1986. 

A committee made 
up of Women of Uni¬ 
farm and 4-H staff sel¬ 
ected Harty for her 
4-H achievements, 
community involve¬ 
ment and academic 
performance. 

Harty has been a 
member of the Short- 
grass 4-H Beef Club, 
the Hoping Nimble 
Needles and the Hop¬ 
ing 4-H Multi Club. 
She has won beef club 



Melissa Harty 

efficiency awards, a 
multi club citizenship 
award and a number of 
public speaking 

awards. 

Harty will be attend¬ 
ing the University of 


Lethbridge this fall in 
her first year of the 
bachelor of education 
program. 

The Inga Marr 
Memorial Scholarship 
was established in 1975 
by the Women of Uni¬ 
farm, as a special trib¬ 
ute to Inga Marr, who 
passed away that same 
year. Mrs. Marr, who 
farmed with her hus¬ 
band at Twin Butte, 
Alberta, was a teacher, 
a then year 4-H leader, 
and a president of 
Women of Unifarm. 

The 1300 Inga Marr 
Memorial Scholarship 
is sponsored and 
administered by the 
Women of Unifarm. 
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True Grit In The The Wild West 


The establishment and early growth of St. 
Albert owed much to the dedication, foresight 
and perseverance of its founder — Father Albert 
Lacombc. It was Lacombe who, during his years 
at Lac Stc. Anne, perceived the need for a new 
mission, more conveniently situated for agricul¬ 
tural growth and it was through his impetus that 
the foundation lor a stable and prosperous 
mission was established here. 

In many ways Father Lacombe epitomized the 
qualities of a successful missionary in Western 
Canada. Born on February 27, 1827, in the par¬ 
ish of St. Sulpice, Quebec, Albert displayed an 
early inclination towards both adventure and a 
career in the Catholic Church. Although much of 
his childhood was spent helping on the family 
farm, lacombc was strongly encouraged by his 
parents to pursue a formal education. He excelled 
in his early studies and was recommended by the 
local cure to attend the nearby college. During his 
six years at College ‘lAssomption, Lacombe 
demonstrated both a strong aptitude and an earn¬ 
est desire to become a priest. He went on to study 
at the Archbishop’s Palace in Montreal in 1847, 
and on June 13, 1849 was ordained at St. Hya- 
cinthc, Quebec. 

Arriving in Fort Edmonton on September 9th, 
1852, Lacombe spent the winter ministering to 
the Metis and Indians in the areas while studying 
the Crce language. In 1853 he took up residence 
at Lac Stc. Anne, which would be his base for the 
next eight years. 

Even thogh the mission at Lac St. Anne pros¬ 
pered under his leadership, Lacombc questioned 
its suitability for the long term goals of the 
church. It was essential, in Lacombc’s view, to 
establish a mission in an area more suitable to 
agriculture, thereby promoting the self-suffici¬ 
ency of not only the mission, but also for the 
Metis and Indians it might attract. Such a sell- 
sufficient settlement could then promote the 
growth of other stable communities and become 
the basis of strong, prosperous parishes. 

Convinced of the merits of the St. Albert site, 
Lacombe broached the subject of a new mission 
to Bishop Tachc during the Bishop’s visit to Lae 
Ste. Anne in the Christmas season of I860. Tachc 
was impressed with the progress of the Lae Stc 
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Anne Mission under Lacombe’s direction, and 
with his depth of perception regarding the needs 
of the church in the west. The bishop also agreed 
with Lacombc on the requirements for a new 
mission, and then willingly consented to investi- 
gac the proposed site on the Sturgeon River. 
Once having seen the location, he readily gave his 
blessing to build a mission here. 

On April 8, 1861, Father Lacombe and four 
assistants from the Lac Ste. Anne Mission arrived 
on the hill on the north side the Sturgeon River, 
bringing with them several horses and oxen, a 
plough, and a few necessary implements for 
building and planting. 

While construction was underway on the chap¬ 
el, preparations had also begun for the seeding of 
the mission’s first crop. With only one plough 
and a limited amount of time in which to plant, 
Lacombc devised a plan whereby men and oxen 
worked in shifts — one at night and one during 
the day — until an entire field was seeded. As 
well, about one thousand fence poles were cut to 


enclose the mission fields. 

By December 1861, Lacombe reported 30 lots 
had been taken and ten houses had been built, all 
on the north side of the river. Most of the settlers 
had come from Lac Ste. Anne, and it was 
thought the rest of the old mission residents 
would eventually move to St. Albert. 

Taking Root 

In the mission’s second year of operation, 
Lacombe organized the first supply train of carts 
from Red River to Fort Edmonton. He helped 
build the first bridge west of the Great Lakes, as 
well as establishing the first grist mill in St. 
Albert. 

Several years later, the St. Albert Mission 
numbered 40 families and a total population of 
300. Without question, the birth and growth of 
the site was testimony to the personal integrity 
and popularity of Father Lacombe. He possess¬ 
ed a true western spirit in all his endeavours, and 
was greatly admired by Indians, Metis and white 
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settlers alike. 

But the wanderlust that had been so much a 
pan of Father Lacombe's nature, surfaced again 
in 1865; the man quietly packed his bags and set 
out to stake out yet another mission that evolved 
into what is now Brosseur, Albena. Later that 
same year Lacombe was wounded during a 
battle between the Cree and Blackfoot Bands. 

The incessant desire to roam remained within 
the soul fo Lacombe for the rest of his life. In 
1872, he was appointed Vice General or the St. 
Alben Diocese. But less than a year later, 
Lacombe took the position of parish priest at St. 
Mary’s Church in Winnipeg. During that period 
he also became directly involved in political 
activities leading up to the Riel revolt. 

By 1880, Albert Lacombe was providing mis¬ 
sionary services to the men of the CPR construc¬ 
tion camps. At 82 years of age he was still hard 
at work establishing a home that would take his 
name at Midnapore. Seven years later, in 1916 
he died at the Lacombe Home, several months 
before his 90th birthday. 

In a stirring speech to the Canadian Parlia¬ 


ment in 1885, the southern Alberta Indian lead¬ 
er, Crowfoot, aptly described the spirit of 
Father Lacombe: 

"This man is our brother; not only a Father, as 
he is called by the whites. He is one of our 
people. When we weep he is sad with us; when 
»e are filled with joy, he rejoices with us. II e 
love him because he is our brother . " 

Lacombe's reputation became known to 
Indians and Metis right across the prairies, who 
often referred to him as “the man with a kind 
heart", and “the big chief of the prairies". 

F.volution Of A City 

Even though Lacombe took leave of St. 
Albert just four years after he founded it, the 
mission was destined to stand on its own. In 
addition to an abundance of prime agricultural 
land, the mission was stategically located near 
the northern Alberta hub of Fort Edmonton. 

By 1876, St. Albert had expanded to about 
500 people. By 1890, the population had reached 
1,000, the great majority of whom were Metis. 
But by the turn of the century, the French had 


become the dominant ethnic group. Around that 
period St. Albert also realized an influx of land¬ 
ed immigrants, including a sizeable number 
from the British Isles and Germany. 

For the next 60 years or so, St. Albert experi¬ 
enced a relatively slow though steady growth. In 
fact, as late as 1962 the census figures showed 
the town had barely hit the 4,000 mark. But the 
quiet town burst into a bustling city during the 
late 1960’s and early 70’s when the oil rush was 
in its heyday. 

By the late 70’s, St. Albert had tirmly estab¬ 
lished itself as an agricultural and industrial 
force in northern Alberta. Today the city boasts 
a population of about 35,000 and its residents 
rank among the highest income-earners in the 
province. 

The history of St. Albert, from its humble 
beginnings as a mission to a dynamic centre of 
commerce, industry and agriculture, has been 
laden with memorable events that forged an 
ever-stronger sense of community and identity. 
Father Lacombe himself wouldn’t have had it 
any other way. 


Bridge On the River Sturgeon 


The construction of the 
Perron Street Bridge 
was instrumental to the 
growth of St. Albert. 

The Sturgeon River 
had been swollen by 
the spring run-off 
throughout the early 
part of 1862, and 
crossing it had become 
even more treacherous 
than usual. Because of 
the Mission’s location 
on the north side of the 
Sturgeon, frequent tra¬ 
verses of the river were 
necessary to travel to 
Edmonton, and to 
transport new settlers 
and their belongings to 
the Mission. Father 
Lacombe was quick to 
see the advantages a 
permanent bridge 
would afford and, 
accordingly, made 
plans for its construc¬ 


tion. Arrangements 
were made with Hud¬ 
son’s Bay Company 
officials at Fort 
Edmonton for their 
assistance in the pro¬ 
ject. In return, the 
company would receive 
free passage for its 
annual convoys of 
packhorses passing 
through St. Albert to 
Fort Assiniboine. 

Once the river had 
subsided to the point 
where it was safe to 
begin construction, 
Lacombe announced 
the project to his par¬ 
ishioners one Sunday 
at Mass. “My 
friends”, he said, “I 
am through crossing 
the river, walking in 
mud on the bank and 
pushing the scow. I’ll 
build me a bridge. All 
those who help me will 


cross over it free. The 
others will not; 1 will 
have a man there to 
watch.” 

The settlers respond¬ 
ed willingly. The next 
morning, virtually 
every able-bodied man 
in the district turned 
out, equipped with 
saws, ropes, axes and 
horses. Together they 
chopped down the 
trees, molded the wood 
into bridge piles and 
stringers, and set them 
in place. Within days, 
the bridge was com¬ 
pleted. Measuring two 
hundred feet long and 
fifteen feet wide, it was 
the first bidge west of 
the Great Lakes. 

True to his word, 
Lacombe hired a toll¬ 
man, Baptiste Galar- 
enau, to charge those 
who had not helped in 



the construction. The 
fare was reported to be 
the equivalent of five 
cents per crossing, 
except in the evenings 
and on Sundays. Free 
Sunday crossings were 

incentive for regular 
attendance at Mass. 

The “Bridge”, as 
it was simply called, 
served as one of the 
early tourist attrac¬ 
tions at St. Albert. 
People from miles 

experience the novelty 
of walking across the 
new structure, which 
they magnanimously 
pronounced “unc mer- 
veille” (a marvel). A 
story is told of one 
Indian, who was so 
awed by being able to 
cross the river without 
touching water, that 
he attempted to camp 
on the bridge. 

However, all senti¬ 
ment towards the new 
bridge was not favour¬ 
able. On a visit to the 
St. Albert region with 
Fort Edmonton Chief 
Factor William Chris¬ 
tie, a few months after 
the bridge’s comple¬ 
tion, Hudson’s Bay 
Governor Jems Dallas 
expressed shock and 
anger at the discovery 


of this new feature on 
the landscape. Viewing 
it as a harbinger of 
increased settlement 
and a direct threat to 
the fur trade, Dallas 
demanded the bridge 
be demolished. 

Christie’s response 
to the order showed 
great tact. To appease 
the governor, he 


agreed verbally to the 
demand, but, realizing 
the value of the bridge 
to the district, and to 
the company, he 
astutely refrained from 
acting. No further 
mention was made of 
the order, and the 
issue appears to have 
faded in importance 
soon after. 
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Aii ideal dish for a buffei. 

PREPARATION TIME: about 2 'A hrs. 
COOKING TIME: 2'A hrs. 

INGREDIENTS (for 8-10) 

2 pounds lentils 
1 tbsp. salt 

I onion, stuck with 2 cloves 
3-4 garlic cloves, peeled 
I bay leaf 
1 pig’s foot, split 

I small leg of lamb (or Vi leg - about 3 Zi lbs.) 

3 pounds pork loin or shoulder 
Vi cup red wine 

8-10 Italian sausages 
1 cotechino, large saucisson a I'ail 
Polish kiclbasas, or garlic sausage 
46 garlic cloves, finely chopped 
l'/i tsp. thyme 

1 tsp. ground black pepper 

2 tbsp. tomato paste 

A lb. salt pork, cut into thin strips 
Dry bread crumbs 
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arc soaking, make a broth with 2 quarts of water, 
salt, onion, peeled garlic cloves, bay leaf, nad 
pig’s foot. Drain the lentil and add them to the 
broth. Bring to a boil, skim off any scum with a 
spoon, and simmer until the lentils are just 
tender, about 30 minutes. Do not let them get 
mushy or overcooked. 

While the beans arc cooking, salt and pepper the 
lamb and the pork loin or shoulder, and roast at 
325“F for 1 Zi hrs. Baste from time to time with 
the red wine. 

Allow meats to cool, then pour the pan juices 
into a small bowl and chill in the refrigerator until 
the fat hardens on top of the juices. Skim off the 
fat and discard it. 

Cut the cooled meats into 2 inch dice and reserve. 
Poach the Italian sausages along with one of the 
other sausages in water and cover for 5 minutes. 
Cut the large sausage into slices about Vi ” thick. 

Blend the chopped garlic cloves with the thyme 
and black pepper. Remove the pig’s foot from 
the lentils and cut the skin and meat from the 
bones. Drain the lentils, reserving the liquid. 
Discard the bay leaf, onion and garlic. 

Pul a layer of lentils in a large earthenware or 
enameled iron casserole or baking dish, sprinkle 
with some of the garlic-herb mixture, and stew 
with some of the diced meats, including skin and 
meat from the pig’s foot and sausages. Repeat 
layers, ending with a top layer of lentils. 

Combine the meat juices, then the bean liquid, 
the remaining red wine, and the 2 tbsp. of tomato 
paste. Pour in enough of this liquid to reach 
almost to the top layer of beans. Top with salt 
pork. Cover lightly with foil and bake at 350°F 
for 1 hour. 

Remove the foil, sprink the top with bread 
crumbs, and bake 1 more hour, or until the liquid 
is absorbed, the crumbs browned, and the top 
glared. If the liquid is absorbed too quickly 
during the first hour of cooking, add a little more 
bean liquid or water. 
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Insulating 
Your Basement 
Properly 

You are well on your eter joist. Remember, 
way to finishing the the most basic of rules 
basement just the way when insulating to 
you’ve always imagin- “place” the insulation, 
ed, and you are doing not “stuff” it in. 
it yourself. You have now pro- 

First, mark out all g^sed to insulating 
your electrical place- t j, e walls. If you have 
ments. Your electrician ajjowed a 4” tolerance 
will have knowlege of you will be using R/12 
the requirements set ^ r/ 20 if you have 
down in the Alberta used a 6” tolerance. In 
Building Code. This calculating how much 
task can be done by you ^11 nee d, remem- 
yourself, but it often ^ tba t each bundle of 
negates your home and r) 2-15” has 90 sq.ft., 
contents insurance pol- eac h R20-15” has 
icy. In addition, your 50 sq.ft. 

SSy'Sla^S „ Openfite i— ion 
you use a qualified bags in he area you11 
electrician. «* wc f ing ,™?’ 

Along with your and allow them to 
electrical, mark out reach^ their maximum 
and install central 'oft before you place 
vacuuming outlets, the batts in the stud 
intercom, plumbing spaces. Use a putty 
lines, etc. You are get- k nife to place the insul¬ 
ting ready to cover up ation in tight areas and 
the walls now, so you around all windows, 
won’t get any second Any small crack can 
chances after the fact, later become an annoy- 
Be thorough, and it ing cold spot. Insulate 
will become a job with behind all the plumb- 
few headaches and ing stacks and your 
many successes. One extended heat-runs if 
item that may be of they are in an outside 
help in keeping your wall. The polythene 
basement warm is you have against the 
extending your heat- outside wall will pro¬ 
runs down the walls, tect the insulation from 
and then “booting” dampness, 
them into your rooms Next> wrap the 
at floor level. This isn’t excess polythene you 
difficult or expensive to have a t the base of 
accomplish, but if nec- your walls> up the 
essary, talk with the walls, and then staple it 
staff at your home t0 tbe stut j s You 
improvement centre should be using at least 
for materials and 4 m il. polythene. With 
advice. the base of your walls 

Next, make sure the now properly covered, 
exterior walls are insul- start again at the ceiling 
ated properly. Start and work down the 
from the ceiling and walls putting on your 
work your way down, polythene. 

Insulate all the joist Use a 10 _ foot wide 
s^ces over the outside roU for the best results> 
foundation wal by starfng with i aying 
folding the insulation polythene over the 
batt in an L shape, insulation in the joist 
Then place it against spaces. Staple the poly- 
the perimeter joist, lay- t h ene t0 t h e sides of the 
ing the base of the “L” joists as you go, and let 
on the bottom of the t h e res t of the poly 
joist space. drape down the wall. 

A common mistake Staple it to the studs, 
in this area is stuffing keeping ; t tight and 
the joist space full, neat for the best 
thereby eliminating air results. The care you 
circulation. By laying take at this stage will 
the “L” shaped batt in ensure the most com- 
the space, you will fortable, draft free, 
maximize air circula- finished rooms for you 
lion and insulation and your family. The 
value. The parallel joist next step requries you 
space requires only that to decide on what type 
you place the insula- of finish you’ll use for 
tion against the perim- your basement ceiling. 



















Some Do’s and Don’t’s For Parents 


DO help your child to grow up happily and 
securely: DON'T compare him with his 
brothers and sisters or the children of your 
friends but accept him as he is. 

DO remember that children listen and are inter¬ 
ested in everything that does on; DON’T talk 
about your child when he is there. 

DO keep the promises that you make to your 
children and DON'T promise or threaten 
something that you will be unable to carry 


fun. 

DO disguise your fear or worry when your child 
tumbles or hurts himself; DON’T add to his 
distress with your obvious anxiety; he needs a 
steady, confident parent at such times. 

DO show your interest in his play and achieve¬ 
ments; DON’T forget that these are very 
important in his life and that he wants to talk 
about them. 

DO remember that every stage of development 
brings difficulties through which children can 
be helped to grow. DON’T think that your 
child’s temper tantrums, thumb sucking, 
bedwetting, night fears or tendency to tell 
“tall stories” mark him as a problem or 


potential delinquent. 

DO encourage your child to do things for him¬ 
self; DON’T stop him from becoming 
independent because he seems clumsy, slow 
or messy. All his mistakes and clumsiness are 
necessary stages in becoming skilled and 
poised. 

DO believe that it is better not to fuss when your 
child refuses food or won’t drink his milk. 
DON’T insist that he clears his place or 
empties his glass, for you only make the meal 
into a battle-ground. Most children will eat 
happily with others, so try to arrange for 
companionship if your child seems to be dev¬ 
eloping feeding difficulties. 

DO remember that children will comply with 
request rather than arbitrary demands. 
DON’T expect immediate obedience from a 
young child if you suddently interrupt his 
play. Give him a few minutes’ warning if you 
want to gain his ready co-operation. Let your 
voice and manner suggest that you are confi¬ 
dent that he will do as you wish. 

DO you expect too much from your child? 
Learning is not a straight uphill path with no 
backsliding. DON’T aim at making him a 
little perfectionist, but remember that child¬ 
ren, like adults, have their ups and downs. 


DON’T expect steady unbroken progress, let 
him come along gradually. 

IK) give him constant praise and encouragement; 
punish when you must but be sure that the 
punishment fits the child as well as the crime 
and that he knows why he is being punished. 
IX)N’T nag, grumble or “talk at” him, for 
his reaction to this can be only irritation, 
frustration or boredom. 

IK) give your child time. Time to grow up, time 
to grow through his early difficulties in man¬ 
aging his body, his family and his surround¬ 
ings. DON’T imagine that there is any substi¬ 
tute for parental love and affection; neither 
toys nor extravagant gifts can replace that 
close “we" relationship of parent and child 
which forms the climate in which the pre¬ 
schooler grows most successfully and hap¬ 
pily. 


To Your Very Best Health 


DID YOU KNOW . . . over 1.5 million Canad¬ 
ians may suffer from hidden depression. Univer¬ 
sity doctors say symptoms may include poor 
memory, loss of appetite, and constant insomnia 
or fatigue over a long period of time. 

Depression is found in children and adults 
alike, but the highest incidence seems to strike 
people between the ages of 25-44, with twice as 
many women as men being affected. 

These depressions may be associated with hor¬ 
monal and nutritional imbalances in the body, 
and a purely psychological diagnosis should only 
be made after exhaustive tests have been done by 
a qualified physician. 

DID YOU KNOW ... if your low-calorie diet 
isn’t working, you may be retaining an abnormal 
amount of fluids. It’s been my experience that 
this fluid will leave the body if a person drastic¬ 
ally cuts back their salt intake and is placed on 
thryoid medication, if necessary. One of the 
classic symptoms of underactive thyroids is fluid 
retention. 


the consequences of the disease and frequently 
don’t follow their doctor’s recommendations. 

If you have an eye problem, get it taken care of 
immediately and be sure to ask your doctor ques¬ 
tions about his findings. Be responsible in follow¬ 
ing his directions to protect your vision. 

DID YOU KNOW . . . food allergies may have 
more to do with our minds than previously 
believed. 

University of Calgary scientist have found that 
humans may develop allergies by association. For 
example, seeing a fake rose may stimulate a rose 
allergy. 

Scientists think allergies may also be triggered 
by the sense of smell and sound. We just might be 
able to overcome some of these problems by pos¬ 
itive thinking. 



YOU KNOW. 


. .the use of biofeedback to 

leadaches seems for some reason to work 
i in people with extroverted personalities, 
p-aines and stress headaches also respond best 
he biofeedback therapy. 

D YOU KNOW ... a recent medical study 
indicated that close relatives of patients widi 
ucoma are not adequately informed about 
ir chances pf.inheriiii>g the eye disease Mor^ 
t, the patients themselves don t undersian 
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Conifers Can Feel The Heat 


“Winter burning” (also known as "winter 
drying”), is a common problem every spring for 
coniferous trees. 

The damage is caused by excessive evaporation 
of moisture from the needles on warm and windy 
days in late winter, and early spring. Because the 
ground and tree roots are still frozen, the needles 
cannot be replenished with moisture, and so 
become desiccated. 

Trees growing in sheltered locations, where 
they are exposed to reflected sunlight from late 
snow cover, or in open areas, where they arc- 
subjected to drying winds, are usually most 
seriously affected. 

Needles that have turned brown will drop oil. 
Since the buds arc not always killed, older trees 
routinely put out new foliage as the season 
progresses, and eventually, they assume their 
natural appearance. Well established trees rarely 
succumb to winter burning. Conversely, young 
trees up to two feet in height, or recently planted 
trees, may die because most of their buds (which 
produce new foliage) are easily killed. 

Buds are very sensitive; no attempt should lx- 
made to determine whether they are alive until 
warmer temperatures prevail. Trees have amazing 
recuperative powers. Do not be hasty in 
removing the affected trees until the full extent of 
the damage can be determined. 

The solution? Water, water, and more water. 
When warmer winds hit, water the conifers 
thoroughly until the ground is soaked. Make a 
large ‘dish’ in the soil around the base of each 
tree, and 1111 it full until the water is silting in the 
dish. Check with your finger to make sure the 
ground is wet to at least 30 cm in depth. 

Begin watering as soon as the symptoms 
become evident (in late March or early April), 
and continue to water regularly throughout the 
spring and 
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Consistency The Key 
To Rearing Pups 


by Sy Sims 

All successful dog trainers, whether amateur or 
professional, know the secrets of effective dog 
training, and use them. If you use it too, training 
your puppy will be easy and fun, and your pet 
will learn quickly. 

What’s the secret? First and foremost, be 
consistent in your commands, and have patience; 
always use hte same word for the same 
command; and always have your puppy do the 
same thing in the same way. The secret of consis¬ 
tency applies to all forms of training, including 
feeding and exercise times. 

Without patience, you will never be able to 
train a dog properly. Pups learn best by demon¬ 
strating dearly what you want them to do. 
Repeat various tasks overand over until your 
puppy understands. This takes patience. If you 
lose your temper, you immediately lose control 
and thereby confuse the pup. 


OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 


Remember, the pup wants to please you. But 
he has to know what you want from him. Should 
you find yourself stumped in certain aspects of 
training, ask someone who knows for help. 

The Best Reward 

Showing praise, either by petting or stroking, is 
the best reward you can give your companion. 
Never punish him! Rahter a simple scolding 
should produce the desired effect. 

Most canines, and in particular German 
shepards, often do things simply to get praise and 
attention from their masters. But constantly 
offering some treat as a reward for their 
obedience isn’t necessary. In fact, it can be down¬ 
right damaging because your pup may be spoiled 
by treats — instead of your love. A simple pat or 
tow, and a “good pup” in a trusting tone of 
voice is the only reward your pup really needs. 

Remember, the care of a puppy does mean 
additional responsibility. The cost of food about 
is about $20 a month (depending on your pet’s 
size). Vet bills can also be expensive on occasion. 
If you’re not prepared to accept the 
responsibilities of ownership, you shouldn’t own 
a puppy. 
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Getting away from 
the cold temperature 
seems to be foremost in 
the minds of Northern 
Albertans in the 
winter. There are many 
different destinations 
to choose from, as well 
as the all time favor¬ 
ites. 


[Hawaii | 1 


HAWAII is a choice 
location — with many 
people visiting the 
outer islands for a 
change of pace. Hawaii 
has sundrenched sandy 
beaches, unmatched 
offshore reefs for 
scuba and skin divers, 
and the anicient sport 
of Kings — surfing. 
The swaying palms and 
lush tropical forests 
surround you in total 
relaxation among 
friendly Polynesian 
people. Each of the 
Hawaiian islands has 
its own special atmos¬ 
phere and charm. 
Scenic wonders 

abound. Oahu — the 
gathering place, Kauai 


ALBERTA NATIVE NEWS Page 25 

Warm Weather Escapes 

— the garden isle, horizon, uncounted America’s northern al country, and its chief an island of lush green 

Maui the recreational miles of dense jungles coast, bordered by crops are sugar, citrus vegetation, major 

paradise, Molokai — a dispersed with open Columbia to the west, and tobacco — from mountain ranges 

little bit of old Hawaii, plains. Although Ven- and Guyana and Brazil which the famous cig- (including Duarte 

all await you. ezuela is a tropical on the east and south, ars are made. There arc Peak, the highest 

-1-1 j , country, the weather is All tourists must have a 137 beautiful white mountain in the Carib- 

MEXICO almost entirely depen- tourist card. sand beaches situated can), and miles of 

_JjnjfeigM dent upon altitude. At THE REPUBLIC around Cuba’s shore- beautiful while sandy 

^f 3,400 feet, Caracas has OF CUBA is an arch- lines. Cuba has tern- beaches. The climate in 

MPYir n ■ one of the finest cli- ipelago comprised of peratures averaging the Dominican Rcpub- 

. lsano * er mats in the world. The the Island of Cuba, the 80"F (27°C) from May lie is typically Carib- 

_ "rhh *h co , er monetary unit is the Isle of Youth, and to September; the rest bean. Year-round tem- 

witn the devaluated Bolivar. Spanish is the approximately 1,600 of the year is a bit more peratures average 77°F. 

peso making things official language of the small eavs with an temperate with an The official language is 

very affordable, country, although Eng- overall area of 44,218 average of about 72"F Spanish, but English is 

Mazatlan and Puerto lish is generally under- square miles, and a (23“C). The Cuban unit widely spoken 

popular st ood. Venezuela population of 9.2 mil- of currency is the peso, throughout the island. 


occupies a central posi- lion. Most of Cuba is 


| South Amencab^ 


CARACAS, Venez¬ 
uela is one of the new 
destinations to consid¬ 
er. Venezuela has much 
to offer. The contrasts 
along Venezuela’s 
1,750 mile Caribbean 
coast are startling, 
sandy beaches, tiny 
fishing villages, 

lagoons fed by moun¬ 
tain streams which run 
down the slopes of the 
Andes towards the sea, 
and just beyond the 


. ....English is the second Citizens of Canada 

South low, rollTrig, agricultur- language in Cuba, so need only proof of cit- 
you will have little dif- izenship, such as a 
ficulty communicating, passport or birth eertif- 
Canadian citizens must ic 
have valid passports 
and visas, the latter of 
which is arranged by a 
travel agent. 

THE DOMINICAN 
REPUBLIC is a 
country of about 
19,(XX) square miles 
located on the eastern 
two thirds of the island 
of Hispanola, which it 
shares with Haiti. The 
capital and largest city 
is Santo Domingo with 
8(X),(XX) residents. The 
Dominican Republic is 




When A Car Is A Lemon 


What happens when 
you buy a car and you 
discover it has serious 
mechanical defects, 
and simply will not 
perform. You’ve 
already paid cash. 

First, you contact 
the seller and you 
plead, beg and bargain, 
but the vendor says, 
“You bought it — it’s 
your problem, not 
mine.” If the car is 
new, you should check 
your written contract 
for dealer warranties. 
Generally speaking, 
most companies deal¬ 
ing in new cars are con¬ 
cerned about customer 
satisfaction. When it 
comes to the second¬ 
hand dealers — 
beware! My experience 
has been you are in a 
different ballpark, and 
without an opportunity 
at the plate, you’ve 
already struck out. 

In the case of a new 
car, if the dealer 
refuses to give you sat¬ 
isfaction, you can sue 
both the dealer and 


often, the manufactur¬ 
er. The Court you 
choose will depend 
upon the amount of 
your loss. If you win, 
there is no question of 
your ability to recover 
the amount of the 
Judgement. 

If the car was used 
when you bought it, 
your position is more 
difficult, and in fact, 
often impossible. It is 
generally a no-win situ¬ 
ation, because so many 
used car lots have no 
assets, and you cannot 
collect even if you get a 
judgement. Often the 
same circumstances 
apply if the purchase 
was from a second¬ 
hand lot or private 
individual, make sure 


you check the car out 
thoroughly before you 
turn over the purchase 
price, for usually what 
you buy is all you are 
going to get. And 
often, what you buy is 
far less than you 
expected. 

Liability for defec¬ 
tive products is not lim¬ 
ited only to cars, man¬ 
ufacturers and sellers. 
It may also apply to 
importers, repairers 
and many others. If 
you have suffered 
harm from a defective 
automobile, you 

should carefully con¬ 
sider and seek advice 
about who should be 
held responsible, and 
what kind of damages 
you can claim. 
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Remember most 

lawsuits have limitation 
periods, therefore it is 
important that you act 
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Skin Care Is Now A Precise Science 

_ C _. need a tnial understanding of your fac 


Not surprisingly, hair and make-up 
considered accessories. If your hair and make-up 
are right for you, they can add a special finish to 
your overall look. But they can also break you if 
‘ re off the 


usually • What is your face shape? The line of your hair you need a total understanding of your face, 
should be flattering to the shape of your face, including contours, bone structure and shape. 
• What Is your body shape? You want your hair Until you have mastered the appropriate techrn- 
_L™. JL figure aues. keep in mind that less is best — don t 


Today’s look is natural, so your hair should overdo it! 


Let’s look at the n 


KXiay S IOUK 15 IlaluiaJ, jyjxji ucui , , 

considerations when move naturally. I, should also fit in comfortably 


with your lifestyle. If you have to spend more line of demarcation. The foundation 
-■ morning <v ' nr '^ <>r ° mairh vmir ckin tone. The essentidi 1 


deciding on the right hairstyle. 

• The quality and texture of your hair should be than 30 minutes 
your first clues in choosing a suitable cut and new style or cut. 
style. 

• Realistically acknowledge what your hair can 

do, and what you want to do with it. Once you __ - . 

understand the composition of your hair, work real spark to your basic look: a little blush can 
with it. It’s 


match your skin tone. The essential point is to 
look as natural as possible, displaying the very 
best features you possess. 

Your style is your total being, from the way 
you walk to the way you apply your cosmetics. 
Try not to imitate others. Be your own person. 


Ml JIT 11 Ul jruui iiaji , "win iuu ayrot tu ;wui - , - 

fight your natural waves bring a healthy glow to your checks; a bit of lip- and use your cosmetics to attain your goal. It 

work stick or coloured gloss can give your face more important to find an approach that best expresses 
pizza/; a bit of mascara can make your eyes look you! By all means experiment, but only ,,c ° °* 


is adaptable to yourself — without compromising 
real skill for which your total image. 


• What is your lifestyle? Make sure your decision bigger and brighter, 

is based on style and convenience. Make-up application 

• What is your budget? How much can you 

afford to spend? If you have a style that needs # 

^^emytwowecks.theupkeepmightbe JWO ESSCIltial ElemdltS 

• What kind of clothes do you wear? Your hair¬ 
style should work in harmony with your overall 
image. The more trend-conscious you arc about 
your clothes, the more trend-conscious you People of all ages and backgrounds are joining “vacuuming” implement is applied 
should be about your ’ 


In Looking Your Best 



health and vitality revolution that has fitness and neck. The procedure is absolutely painless, 
clubs, tanning spas and beauty salons across the The vacuum effectively removes impurities clog- 


country busier than ever. At the heart of this ging the pores and dead skin layers. This step 
renewed interest in personal well-being is beauti- allows the skin to breathe more easily, while ai 


ful, healthy skin. 


e retoring its natural acidity. The 


Slave Lake 
Truck & Trailer 


For Paris & Service 
Mechanic On Duty 24 Hrs. 
Six Days A Week 


307 9th Ave N.W. 
Slave, lake. Alta 24 i 


849-4960 

849-4395 


Lo-Cost 

Lumber & Supply 
[1983] Limited 


Lumber - Plywood - Windows 
Suppliers Of Rough Lumber 


783-5821 


Industrial Park, 
Ponoka, Alta. 


complete, 

radiance and another mask is applied. And it is this mask 
which exerts an effective firming action on the 
skin — toning the facial muscles, and more 
natural 


care program that enhances the skin’s natural After the vacuuming phase 
healing capacity, while restoring ' 

The new treatment is known as “Facial Firm’ 
and it is only available from qualified, profes- importantly, revitalizing the skin 
sional skin and beauty practioners. No matter glow, 
what your age, your sex or your skin type. Facial 
Finn can deliver impressive results within a 
relatively short period. 

The Facial Firm treatment is based on three 
principles: 

(1) DEEP CLEANSING — the basis of healthy process induces the herbal blend deep 

skin skin’s subsurface. 

(2) TONE & FIRM — a process that promotes 
greater skin elasticity 

(3) NUTRITION - which includes the 
application of special herbal formulae. 


Further nourishing of the skin is accomplished 
with the use of a scientifically developed formula 
in the form of a spray mist. This combination of 
air and formula normalizes the skin’s PH factor. 
Upon completion of this step, the aeration 
o the 


This treatment helps maintain a proper PH 
balance, and protects against harmful bacteria, 
air pollution, and other foreign matter. 

Properly normalized, the skin is now taut. 


blend of herbs underneath. The mask is 
specifically to apply the proper heal temperature 
to skin tissues, while encouraging blood circula¬ 
tion. The infra-red mask, in conjunction with the 
herbs, cause the pore ducts of the oil and sweat 
glands to be softened, thereby promoting impur- 


Compliments of Dennis & Staff of 
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• 24 Hour Service 
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INDUSTIRAL 

EQUIPMENT 

SERVICE 

Field Service, Heavy Duty Mechanical 
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Paddle Prairie Housing 
On Upswing 


by Everett Lambert 

It’s good to see all 
the new structures on 
the Paddle Prairie 
Metis Setdement: the 
settlement office, the 
shop, the school, and 
especially all new 
houses. In the early 
70’s our family left the 
setdement to turn to an 
urban life. In those 
days the housing would 
definitely take a back 
seat to the status-quo. 


AAA "Triple A" 
Denture Clinic Ltd. 

424-9M5 

fe. 230.9939 JASPBUVT 
EAmrtm. Alu. 


Today, in this com¬ 
munity of approx¬ 
imately 475 residents, 
visitors can see some 22 
new homes sprinkled 
on the setdement, most 
of these situated on the 
village site. None of 
these are older than 
three years. One would 
need a lot of gas to 
tour all the housing. 
Paddle Prairie — con¬ 
sisting of 403,027 acres 
of land — is the largest 
Aboriginal land mass 
in Canada. At its wid¬ 
est point it is some 43 
miles by way the crow 
flies. 

In building the new 
houses the apprentice 
carpenters have gradu¬ 


ally approached their 
Journeyman status. By 
the spring of 1987 they 
should all have Jour¬ 
neyman tickets. These 
include Carl, Greg, and 
Dwayne Calliou, 

Aldon Armstrong, and 
Kenny Laboucane. 

Most recendy, 

Alberta Native News, 
toured the housing on 
this setdement, only 
one of all of the eight 
Alberta Metis Setde- 
ments which are under¬ 
going definite housing 
improvements. The 
wage component of the 
program is administer¬ 
ed by Setdement Soon- 
iyaw, the Alberta Fed¬ 
eration of Metis Setde¬ 


ment Association’s 
(FMS) economic devel¬ 
opment arm. The 
monies come from 
Alberta Manpower. 
The materials monies 
are tunneled through 
each setdement’s hous¬ 
ing corporation. When 
approached, the car¬ 
penters were busy at 
work on Norma Chali- 
foux’s future home. 
Within its policy, 
Norma, being a single 
parent of 3, is eligible 
for the program. 
Norma’s new home 
will be added to the rest 
on the village site, 
where the program is 
most prominent. 

This year the carpen- 



tars will build any¬ 
where from 9 to II 
houses. The total thus 
far is 22. “Skipper” 
Villcneuve, councillor 
responsible for hous¬ 
ing, says the program 
will end on Dec. 31 of 
this year. 

As the carpcntars 
have worked on as 
many as S units at 
once. Instructor Terry 
Chalifoux has also 
been kept busy in 


coordination. 

All in all, the hous¬ 
ing on these sctdemcnts 
is one conccrtc example 
of how life for these 
settlers has taken a 
definite upswing. And 
this indeed is an 
accomplishment, since 
the Metis Betterment 
Act, which created 
these settlements, was 
aimed at “bettering” 
the Alberta Metis’ lot 
in life. 


A-1 _^\£. MURRAY 

A UTO 
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"We Wreck the Best and Crush the Rest" 



WE SELL ALL GOOD QUALITY ™ 
USED CAR 4 TRUCK PARTS 
CASH FOR YOUR SCRAP BODIES 


743-6337 

743-6340 


HARVEST GREETINGS TO OUR NATIVE 
FRIENDS IN THE HOBBEMA AREA 


Ermineskin 
Auto Care 
Centre 


• Gasoline Service 
Station 

• Repair Shop 

• Automotive Parts 
& Accessories 

• Towing Service 


585-4035 


First Nations Take Up 
lYeaty Rights Fight 

by Evelyn Thompson 

The Assembly of First Nations culminated its 
yearly meeting on 21 August 1986 with a decision 
to give precedence to the struggle for treaty 
rights. Members of the Assembly formed a treaty 
rights council to work alongside their constitu¬ 
tional rights commission. This action is a serious 
attempt to heal the split that occurred at Iasi 
year’s meeting in Vancouver between the 
Assembly of First Nations and the Prairie Treaty 
Nations Alliance. They also want both sides lo 
perservere in coming to an understanding so that 
Canadian natives can be a united group for next 
year’s constitutional talks. The Assembly of First 
Nations then closed the meeting with a vigorous 
declaration staling that they will not back down 
on any part of their constitutional goals. 


» INDEPENDENT 
JEWELLERS 


Edmonton's Jewellery Experts 
Specializing in Quality Diamonds 


— Sensibly Priced. 


Your one stop Jewellery store 
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8164 Northwood Mall • 478-2576 or 478-2568 
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k Complete Engine Repair Service 
k Automotive Technical Instruction 
A One Year Unconditional Parts 
and Labour Warranty 
A Distibutor Recurving 
A Propane Tune-ups 
A 24 Hour Service 

Vehicle Pick-up 
and Delivery Possible 

Glen Davies General Manager 

922-4716 

Mailing Address: 53049 Range Rd. 220 


“Phone and ask how YOU can 
save money on fuel costs ” 


10% PROPANE CONVERSION DISCOUNT 
Greater Discounts 
on Car and School Bus tie*. 
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The Spirit of Hospitality: 
Is it There? 


You probably ate out last week — at least 
once. As a matter of fact, Albertans dine out 
more often and spend more on this activity than 
do other Canadians. Are you getting your 
money’s worth? 

Experts say that since all five senses arc involv¬ 
ed during a meal, you won’t feel you do have 
your money’s worth unless you get more than 
tasty food. You also need welcoming, good ser¬ 
vice, friendliness, warmth, pleasant attitude, 
informative help, cleanliness and realistic cost — 
in a word, hospitality. So, if you don’t always fed 
you’re getting what you pay for when you eal 
out, perhaps the hospitality is lacking in some 
way. And this is also true of all tourism-related 
businesses. 

There arc reasons for hospitality lapses, of 
course, and the industry is well aware of these. 
1taining — or lack of it — has a great deal to do 
with such problems according to the Northern 


Jf^llE Newland 
Contracting 
(North) Ltd. 

Electrical & Mechanical 
Contractors 

operating in Alberta and 
Northwest Territories 

( 403 ) 452-7588 

P.O. Box 3150 

Edmonton, Alberta TSJ 2G2 

( 403 ) 229-1704 

P.O. Box 535, Station T 
Calgary. Alberta T2H 2H1 


Alberta Development Coundl’s report, "Tour¬ 
ism North”. 

Many people who serve the public, have had 
no training at all; others have inadequate train¬ 
ing. Even management instruction is lacking. 
But, the ‘front-end’ people, the ones who deal 
directly with the public, are the ones who need 
educating the most. Although these facts are 
well-known, managers do not always take the 
time to do any on-the-job training. Also, access¬ 
ing training programs that now exist is not always 
easy since such courses are often too inflexible in 
thrir schedules making it difficult for working 
people to take courses. 

Another major problem the hospitality indus¬ 
try faces, is attitude. Service personnel do not 
always view their jobs as careers. Some regard 
them as temporary positions and want to get into 
another line of work as quickly as possible. Many 
others think service jobs are somehow debasing 
or not professional. Such an outlook must be 
changed if the industry is to attract and keep the 
right kind of staff. Delivering quality hospitality 
is an honorable profession and one to be proud 
of. 

It is an important profession as well. The 
image that these people portray is crucial to the 
image visitors adopt, not only of the business 
but of the city or town, the province and even 
the country. Yet, most people in such service 
jobs as waiting on tables or working at hotel 
front desks do not seem to realize that they are 
integral parts of the tourism industry and, as 
such, arc in public relations. 

Remember the slogan: "Smile! You’re a tour¬ 
ist attraction"? That slogan, although not 
always taken seriously by people in the tourism 


MOOSEHORN 
MARKET LTD. 

a Gas * Propane 
* Groceries a Hardware a Ice 

Phone 331-3922 

CALLING LAKE, ALBERTA 


industry, is true. That most employees who deal 
with the public fail to see themselves as tourist 
attractions may be somewhat management’s 
fault. 

The "Tourism North” report suggests that 
service personnel should be selected with scrupu¬ 
lous care because not everyone is suited for guest 
contact. The report also advises managers to 
view staff as an investment in much the same 
way as manufacturers view equipment — the 
manager who invests (by way of training) shows 
that because he cares, he wants the best staff and 
the best operation possible. 

THere’s a reward in all this for the manager 
as well as for the employee. When service per¬ 
sonnel project the spirit of hospitality, the 
results can be, and often are, increased sales, 
increased profits and increased employee motiv- 

And what’s in it for you, the consumer? 
Increased service and the feeling that you are 
indeed getting your money’s worth. 

NADC Public Forum 


Calling Lake 

7:30 p.m., Tuesday, September 16,1986 
Community Hall 

The Northern Alberta Development Council 
holds regular public meetings throughout 
Northern Alberta, giving everyone the 
opportunity to present briets on matters 
of concern and general information. 

The Council consists of ten members and is 
chaired by Bob Elliott,MU for Grande Prairie. 
Groups or individuals interested in making 
submissions at the Calling Lake meeting 
should contact Council member Fred 
Gingerich in Athabasca at 675-9145 or the 
Northern Development Branch in Peace 
River at 624-6274. 
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Toll Free: 1-800-552-8006 
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JZo-Olol Lethbridge, Alta. 
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Service with a Smile 
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Fort MacLeod, Alta 553-4494 
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Band Put Credit Union In Jeopardy 


Former Frog Lake Reserve Chief, Sam Waska- 
hat, has been convicted of stealing, and as a 
result, a credit union is now teetering on the verge 
of bankruptcy. 

Waskahat is now back on the reserve following 
guilt verdicts on 18 counts of theft. He was hand¬ 
ed a three-year probation, but the Attorney-Gen¬ 
eral’s department is now in the process of appeal¬ 
ing the sentence. 

Frog Lake band administrator Eugene Stein- 
hauer refused to comment on the affair, and the 
only thing current chief Raymond Quinney 
would say was “You better call our lawyer, 1 had 
nothing to do with it.” 

As a direct result of the thefts, the Vermilion 
Credit Union almost went under. The branch 
office that took the huge loss was located in the 
town of Elk Point, 200 km northeast of Edmon¬ 
ton — and only a few miles from the Frog Lake 
Reserve. 

For the past few months, the Credit Union 
Stabilization Corporation has been vigorously 
attempting to collect nearly $2 million from the 
Department of Indian Affairs. The corporation 
manages the overall operation of credit unions in 
financial difficulties. And it makes sure deposit¬ 
ors get their money back. 

The problem has actually been brewing for 


about four years, ever since the band began run¬ 
ning numerous bank accounts. 

The stabilization corporation believes the 
Department of Indian Affairs should shoulder 
the responsibility for the lasses. They even indi¬ 
cated they might intercept funds destined for the 
band. 

While the corporation is seeking almost $2 mil¬ 
lion, the band’s lawyer slated the initial borrow¬ 
ings amounted to only $600,000. Some of the 
funds were borrowed by individuals, and some 
by the band for their various reserve projects. 

A Matter Of Time 

It was only after a check of the Vermilion 
Credit Union’s balance sheet that the extent of 
the Indian band’s borrowing became known. 

Shortly afterwards, an RCMP commercial 
crime investigation was launched, culminating in 
charges laid agianst former-chief Waskahat. He 
was also ordered to pay restitution amounting to 
$20,000. 

Meanwhile, the stabilization corporation’s 
fight to collect the loan repayment continues. 
Corporate director Robert Hurlburt zipped off a 
letter to Don Mazankowski, Deputy Prime Min¬ 
ister, stressing that there is "a real urgency to 
Vermilion’s deficit financing”. 


Hurlburt was also upset that for the past 
couple of years, the federal government has done 
very little to resolve the matter. 

Share The Hlume 

Bob Roddick, Frog Lake reserve lawyer, said 
everyone has to share in the blame. “Nobody 
seems to know where much of the money went,” 
he said, implying the Credit Union really didn’t 
know what was going on at the time. At one 
point, the band has more than 30 different 
accounts. 

There’s an even bigger problem the Credit 
Union may face. If the federal government 
refuses to foot the bill, the Credit Union prob¬ 
ably won’t collect at all. That’s because individu¬ 
als, and the band as a whole, arc exempt from 
seizure if they live on their reserve. 


Alberta Economy Still Uncertain 

by Jim Crow 


Alberta’s economy is expected to be the most 
sluggish in Canada this year, as the province tries 
to battle collapsed oil prices, say economists with 
the Canadian Imperial Bank of Commerce. 

But they add the outlook isn’t totally bleak, as 
oil prices are expected to move upward later this 
year, and actually improve Alberta’s fortunes 
next year. 

“There will be seasonal dips in oil prices, but 
we believe the OPEC agreement will hold,” said 
Josh Mendelsohn, a bank vice-president. 

The Organization of Petroleum Exporting 
Countries announced two months ago that it 
would be reducing production for two months to 
try and stabilize world markets. 

Mendelsohn said prices should reach between 
$17 and $19 US a barrel by the end of the year, 
and average between $15 and $20 next year. Cur¬ 
rent prices range from $12.65 to $15 US a barrel. 

He remarked that Ottawa’s removal of the 
federal Petroleum and Gas Revenue Tax will help 
Alberta. 

Sinbee Han, the bank’s regional economist, 
said Alberta’s economy will grow by one per cent 
in 1986 — the lowest growth rate in Canada. 
That’s a significant change from last year, when 
the province turned in the second highest per¬ 
formance in the country with four per cent 
growth. Oil, if you’ll remember, was priced at 
about $28 US a barrel then. 

But falling oil prices isn’t the only reason the 


economy has been growing weaker lately. Con¬ 
sumers are also holding back because of a volatile 
situation in the job market. Retail sales are 
expected to rise by a piddling one-and-a-half to 
two per cent this year — down almost 10 per cent 
in the last 12 months. 

Han predicted the Alberta economy should 
grow by about 1.7 per cent next year. He also 
indicated that unemployment is likely to decline 
— but only slightly — from 10.3 per cent to 10.1 
per cent. Both economists admitted, however, 
that they’ve been wrong before . . . and could be 
again. 

Their oil price predictions, for example, arc 
higher than those given by most other organiza¬ 
tions. Mendelsohn also said the effects of natural 
gas deregulation, scheduled to take place in sever¬ 
al months, is very difficult to predict. 

Many energy experts have noted that deregula¬ 
tion will slash incomes for Alberta companies 
exporting natural gas. 
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‘Rich Pay Too Little’ 


A recent Angus Reid 
survey indicates the 
majority of Canadians 
believe rich individuals 
and large corporations 
are undertaxed. 

Slightly more than 
three in four respon¬ 
dents surveyed last 
month felt that the rich 
pay too little, while 66 
per cent said the poor 
pay too much. 1,675 
people took part in the 
country-wide survey. 

Seventy-three per 
cent also believed cor¬ 
porations were under- 
taxed. 

The telephone sur¬ 
vey revealed broad 

NEW TREADLE 
SEWING 
MACHINES 


support for recently 
introduced tax changes 
in the United States. 
Two-thirds of Canad¬ 
ians favour the flat-rate 
system whereby Ameri¬ 
cans earning more than 
$30,000 will pay 28 per 
cent, and those earning 
less will pay 15 per 

Surprisingly enough, 
Alberta showed the 
least dissatisfaction 
with the crurent tax 
structure. Almost one 
person in two felt their 



John/on/ 

/euiing fflochine 
Clinic limited. 


PHONE 452-0002 


individual tax 
about right, compared 
with a 38 per cent 
national average. 

However, 46 per 
cent of Albertans felt 
their taxes were too 
high, compared with a 
56 per cent national 
average. The highest 
level of dissatisfaction 
was registered in 
Quebec, where 66 per 
cent felt they were 
overtaxed, compared 
with 56 per cent in Ont- 


Sixty-two per cent of 
people with a house¬ 
hold income of more 
than $40,000 were dis¬ 
satisfied, compared 
with 59 per cent of 
middle-income famil¬ 
ies, and 49 per cent of 
lower-income families. 

New Democrat sup¬ 
porters (61 per cent) 
were more likely to feel 
their taxes were too 
high than either Liberal 
(52 per cent) or Tory 
(48 per cent) support- 


Band Boycotting 
St. Paul Businesses 

The oil-rich Saddle Lake Reserve Indians are boycotting businesses 
in nearby St. Paul to protest a bingo bust last month by the RCMP. 

As many as nine St. Paul Mounties raided a Saddle Lake arena dur¬ 
ing a bingo night last month, and charged four Indians with illegally 
holding a bingo, and selling lottery tickets without a licence. 

As a retaliatory measure, the 4,000-member strong reserve said they 
will not purchase any goods or services from businessmen in St. Paul, 
approximately 10 miles to the east. 

Louise McGilvery, a spokesman for the band, said the action could 
cost merchants in the town as much as $60,000 a month. 

Acting on a tip from the Alberta Gaming Commission, St. Paul 
RCMP swooped down on the reserve and took action. The Saddle 
Lake Reserve is located a little more than 130 miles northeast of 
Edmonton. 

In addition to making the arrests, police confiscated bingo equip¬ 
ment, lottery tickets and about $800 in cash. 

McGilvery indicated the boycott is also partly due to poor relations 
between the reserve and St. Paul residents. Very few of the business 
owners in town actually have Natives working for them. 

“Our relationship should be a lot stronger because we’ve contribut¬ 
ed a lot to this town,” she added. McGilvery explained that the band 
refused outright the reserve’s bid to join the group. “We feel somehow 
that the raid was spurred by a rival bingo organization in St. Paul.” 

About six months ago, the band chief and council granted permis¬ 
sion to hold bingos every day of the week. But Ian Taylor, executive 
director of the gaming commission, said his officials could not con¬ 
vince the band to apply for a licence. 

John Bagan, Mayor of St. Paul, is angry the band is resorting to 
such tactics. “The gaming commission put a stop to it, and we don’t 
have anything to do with them,” he said. 

McGilvery said that as long as the boycott continues. Natives will 
keep buying their supplies at stores on the reserve. 
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Pahl Gets New Post 


by Hy Chaparral 

The former minister of Native Affairs in ' 
Alberta, Milt Pahl, has been handed the position 
of President of the Native Venture Capital Com¬ 
pany (NVCC) Ltd. His new job carries a salary in 
the $50,000 to $75,000 range, according to his 
predecessor. Stony Plain MLA Jim Heron. 
NVCC is partly owned by the provincial govern- 

Pahl represented the riding of Mill Woods until 
his defeat in the May election. 

In a news conferrence last month, Heron said 
Pahl was chosen by the company board. Price 
Waterhouse, a management consulting firm, nar¬ 
rowed down a huge field of candidates to four 
finalists. 

In the meantime, Premier Don Getty lashed 
out against opposition members who tried to 
question the selection of Pahl for a Native 
Affairs’ job so soon after holding that portfolio. 

Getty charged opposition parties were “grop¬ 
ing in the gutter on the issue”. The premier 
claimed Pahl was not receiving a government 
appointment, but rather, was hired privately. 

Pahl’s background is similar to that of ■ 
Heron’s; a strong financial and business track 
record. Said Pahl: “1 think my technical qualific¬ 
ations speak for themselves. It (the job) was a 
pretty good fit with the experience 1 had working 
on behalf of the Native portfolio. 


Poll Shows West 
Still Confident 



by Sy Sims 

Faith in the economy, and in family finances 
remain reasonably high in the Western provinces, 
despite the burden of weak oil and wheat prices, 
recent bank failures, and gloomy forecasts. That 
was the clear-cut conclusion of a poll conducted 
last month by the University of Manitoba. 

In fact, researchers have reason to believe that 
the economic mood in the West is probably more 
upbeat than most anywhere else in the country. 
The researcher who helped conduct the telephone 
survey, Gregory Mason, said the poll encompass¬ 
ed 1,300 households, ranging from southern B.C. 
to the Manitoba-Ontario border . 

People polled were restricted to those who 
“make the major spending decisions in the 
household”, said Mason, shortly after releasing 
the results to the public. 

An economist, and director of the university s 
Institute for Social and Economic Research, 
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Mason said the surprisingly hopeful mood had 
many critics baffled. Even the tesearchers them¬ 
selves felt that poor economic indicators in the 
West might have sent consumers into a daze. 

But Western consumers remain almost as 
hungry as ever, and that should translate into 
good news for business owners. 

Since consumers’ buying strategics determine 
to a considerable extent how the economy will 
perform, Mason contended that "it could well be 
the doom and gloom that we see now with respect 
to the impact of energy prices, and wheat prices, 
might be premature". 
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Telecommunications — 

A Must For Today’s North 


by Randy Delorme 

One of the world’s 
earliest distance com¬ 
munication systems 
was word-of-mouth 
relay. Often called 
Moccasin Telegraph, 
this relay was probably 
used by Alberta’s earli¬ 
est residents. But few 
today would suggest it 
as an efficient means of 
sending information. 
Another early way of 
communicating was by 
runner. The Olympic 
Games had their begin¬ 
nings in the famous 
marathon where a man 
dropped dead after 
completing his long run 



— all to deliver a mes¬ 
sage. But there must be 
a better way. 

There is a better 
way. It is called tele¬ 
communications. 
Simply put, that means 
any way of electronic¬ 
ally transferring 
information or images. 
Much of Canada is 
already well-served by 
telecommunications of 
one kind or another, 
but there are large gaps 
in this kind of servicing 
in northern Alberta. 

For example, there 
are still areas in our 
North where radio 
reception is poor, or 
even non-existent. 
There are communities 
where every phone call 
means a long-distance 
charge. There are busi¬ 
nesses in the North that 
could tap into data¬ 
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banks or take advan¬ 
tage of teleconferenc¬ 
ing (by phone, radio or 
tv) if the technology 
were in place. There 
are children, as well as 
adults, who theoretic¬ 
ally could be educated 
right through univer¬ 
sity degrees via distance 
education system The 
possibilities are limit¬ 
less and reach far 
beyond soap operas on 
tv or the latest hit song 
on radio. 

Northerners, by and 
large, are aware of the 
many developments in 
electronic technology, 
and they know that 
their quality-of-life 
could be improved by 
tying into many of 
these new processes. 
They have not been 
slow to bring their con¬ 
cerns the Northern 
Alberta Development 
Council (NADC). 

Since 1980, the 
NADC has received 
some 36 briefs from 
northerners wanting 
improved electronic 
communications. 
These briefs have rang¬ 
ed from petitions for 
private telephone lines, 
to pleas for basic televi¬ 
sion reception. They 
have run the gamut 
from requests for 
access, to data services, 
to wanting to be 


included in the pro¬ 
vince’s 911 emergency 
call system. 

Thirty six briefs 
related to a single topic 
indicate considerable 
concern regarding the 
adequacy of telecom¬ 
munications in the 
North. Arc the con¬ 
cerns valid? Can all or 
some of them be met 
without ransoming the 
province? 1b find these 
things out, a confer¬ 
ence on Telecommunic¬ 
ations in Northern 
Alberta has been plan¬ 
ned by the NADC for 
October 29-31 in the 
town of Athabasca. 

Conference speakers 
and delegates will look 
at all the angles of tele¬ 
communications in the 
North. They will 
examine existing tech¬ 
nologies and their pos¬ 
sibilities for northern 
Alberta. Such things 
as regulations, costs 
and demand will all be 
discussed. 

Delegates will have 
an opportunity to look 
at displays of exciting 
new telecommunica¬ 
tions systems, and 
some of these will be 
available for “hands- 
on” examination. 
Experts in television, 
telephone delivery, dis¬ 
tance education, and 
business and farm 
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communications will 
be there for delegates 
to learn from and to 
present their concerns 
to. 

Only one hundred 
or so delegates can be 
accommodated at this 
confeerence, so if you 
are interested, you 


should call the North¬ 
ern Development 
Branch in Peace River 
(624-6274) at once, so 
you can see how far 
communications has 
come since Phcidip- 
pides dropped in this 
tracks in Athens in 
490 B.C. 
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Moving Toward A New 
Beginning For Senior Citizens 


As Baby Boomers reach, and pass, the age of 
40, their parents move inexorably into old age. 
And, looming in the background, is the inevitable 
aging of the Baby Boomers themselves. Projec¬ 
tions show that in 20 years there will be 136,510 
more elderly people in Alberta than there were in 
1981. In fact, by the year 2006 those over 65 will 
probably represent 43% of the population. And 
the Baby Boomers won’t yet have reached that 
age. Imagine the number of elderly ther will be 
when they do! It’s only 35 years away. 

The lifestyle changes older people face, mean 
drastic changes in the way we currently deal with 
aging. For example, health delivery will focus 
more and more on the problems of the elderly; 
home care will be extended; seniors’ housing pro¬ 
jects will burgeon; and, increasingly, seniors 
themselves will have to take part in planning the 
programs that affect them. 

For some time, agencies involved with the aged 
have known these things. The questions have 
been: Are people prepared to enter old age? 
What are their needs? Are they willing to make 
the unavoidable adjustments? Must they give up 
control of their lives? What do they expect from 
society? How can society help them? 

In 1985, a study was undertaken to discover 
current and future needs and aspirations of the 
age group over 65. Although confined to the ter¬ 
ritory served by the Peace River Health Unit, the 
study’s implications are important to the rest of 
the North as well. Thirty three organizations 
work with the elderly in this area and these range 
from Friendship Centres to Legal Aid to Alberta 
Culture. 
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What came out of this study? More than 
be addressed here, but one important Finding was 
that people are largely unprepared for old age. 

Most have difficulty in coping with the losses 
connected with aging: loss of spouse, loss of fam¬ 
ily, loss of friends, lass of status, lass of adequate 
income, loss of independence, loss of meaningful 
work, loss of physical capability, and on and on. 

The problems connected to loss manifest them¬ 
selves in a myriad of ways. For example, as they 
resist the surrender of independence, many are 
slow to seek help of any kind from society or 
from family. They want to stay in their own 
homes long after they need grip-rails in the bath¬ 
room and reaching aids in the kitchen. Clearly 
subsidized domestic and handyman services have 
an enlarged place in future programming. 

Loss of friends and family through death or 
relocation poses another problem. Senior citizens 
are often lonely and/or depressed. Some of them 
are at-risk because they arc alone. Yet, many of 
these same seniors do not wish to enter commun¬ 
al housing programs set up specifically for them. 
They don’t want to lose their privacy, or to move 
to a new and strange town, or to give up receiving 
and entertaining company. ‘Adopt-a-grandpar- 
ent’ or ‘buddy’ systems could help in these 
instances as could any other type of visiting pro¬ 
gram. Senior citizens want very much to be more 
gregarious. They want to go visiting and they like 
to have company. 

Tied to the loss of status which occurs when 
people get old and no longer hold meaningful 
jobs is the sad fact that other people overlook or 
disregard their input. Too often, programs and 
services for the aged are implemented with no 
consultation at all from the aged themselves. As 
well, their expertise is usually ignored. There are 
many old people who are highly skilled in busi¬ 
ness, in trades, in crafts, in pcrspnal relations, in 
fund-raising, in volunteer work of every kind, yet 
they are seldom consulted and their abilities are 
almost never tapped. Seniors want to be involved 
both a volunteers and in planning programs that 
afffecl them. 

So many things affect them which they cannot 
control and they need so many other things that 
they are unable to provide for themselves. As 
their bodies wear out, they increasingly need 
medical attention — sometimes specialists, and 
inevitably, hospitalization. But many northern 
seniors are threatened by big city hospitals, 
strange doctors, and even the travel involved to 
reach the city. 

Doctors, themselves, it seems evident, must be 
prepared to deal with a patient load made up of 
more and more old people. Are doctors ready? 
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Natives Knew The Plant Life 
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Senior Citizens — continued 


the first place. The challenge now is to get the 

recommendations implemented. And, when that 
is done, perhaps society will be ready to take on 
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atric medicine but also about the services avail- The stud >> wh ' ch ' nvolved 400 seniors, was 
able lo seniors? Since seniors tend to rely heavily sponsored by the Regional Interdisciplinary 
on physicians for help and advice of every kind, Steering Committee for Geriatnc Services in the 
the professionals will need to prepare themselves North Peace River Region and was made up of 
in these ways if they are to meet the expectations representatives from the Peace River Health 
of their patients. Unit, the Alberta Council on Aging, Fresh Start 

Another benefit that seniors cannot provide Social Consultants, the Manning Municipal Hos- 
for themselves is transportation. As they lose P' ,a ) and its Board, the McLennan Hospital, the 
income and physical ability and no longer drive Senior Citizens Bureau, the Ministerial Associa- 
cars, they discover that public transportation ’‘ on ' seniors from the region and the Northern 
simply does not fill the bill even though it is Alberta Development Council, 
sometimes the only way they can visit, stay part 
of the community, and maintain independence. 

All the concerns and problems discussed here 
are compounded in the remote communities of 
Alberta’s far North. There, things like drop-in 
centres, adult day-care, hospitals, public trans¬ 
portation, and so on, are even less accessible. As 
well, written materials that could help seniors to 
realize what services exist and how to take advan¬ 
tage of these, are of little use since many seniors 
here do not have a good command of English 
and many others do not read at all. 

The committee that undertook the study now 
moves into a new stage. Several recommenda¬ 
tions aimed at solving the dilemmas seniors find 
themselves in are already on paper. Several more 
of these deal with ways to avoid the dilemmas in 
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